
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  

  

TO:      All Legislators 

  

From:  Senator André Jacque 

            Senator Steve Nass 

            Senator Dave Craig 

            

Date:   January 6, 2020 

  

RE:      Co-Sponsorship of LRB-0265/1: An official state language and use of English for 

governmental written expression and for nongovernmental purposes. 

  

Deadline:  Monday, January 20, 2020 at 5:00 pm 

  

Despite a broad spectrum of viewpoints on U.S. education or immigration policy, there is 

widespread agreement that English proficiency is critical to societal integration, future success and 

achieving the American Dream.  Opportunities for gainful employment increase dramatically with 

knowledge of English- it should come as no surprise that the US Census Bureau has reported that 

immigrants with the lowest English speaking ability had the lowest employment rate, lowest rate 

of full-time employment, and lowest median earnings.  In fact, immigrants with English fluency 

earn nearly twice the average hourly wage of non-English speakers and about the same as native-

born Americans.  

A Rasmussen Reports national telephone and online survey from last year found that 77% of 

American adults think English should be the official language of the United 

States: https://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/lifestyle/general_lifestyle/february_20

19/support_remains_strong_for_english_as_official_language 

A previous poll in April 2018 found similar levels of support, including that 76% of likely voters 

who identified as an ethnicity other than White or Black supported Official English, in addition to 

66% of young voters aged 18 – 39: https://www.usenglish.org/new-polling-confirms-

overwhelming-voter-support-for-official-english/ 

We will be reintroducing 2013 AB 340, legislation similar to 2009 AB 46, authored by former 

Rep. Marlin Schneider, to recognize English as the official (though not only) language of the State 

of Wisconsin for government expression.  Thirty-two other states, including nearby Illinois, Iowa 

and Indiana, have already established English as their official language.   

An excellent illustration of the benefits of this proposal is encapsulated by this excerpt from a 2013 

WKOW TV story: 

Giovanni Cadena has been taking English classes at the Literacy Network for the past month. He 

says he's been doing it to help him get a professional training job rather than the cleaning job he 

has now. 
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"Part of the culture is to learn English," said Cadena. "If you go to China you have to learn 

Chinese. If you go to France you have to learn French." 

Cadena, though, thinks the bill may be a good idea to push more people to learn the language 

like he is. 

"Now wherever you go you get both sides [of a form] in Spanish and English," said Cadena. 

"But what happens when there's only one [language]? Then you have to 

learn." https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:RJMl8peDiKQJ:https://www.c

hannel3000.com/news/local-news/bill-would-make-english-official-state-

language/158833942+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us 

This legislation would not affect the diversity of languages spoken in the home, and provides that 

another language may be used when appropriate to the circumstances of an individual case, the 

implementation of a program in a specific instance, or the discharge of a responsibility in a 

particular situation.  In addition, governmental officers and employees may use a language other 

than English in oral or written communication whenever necessary for any of the following 

purposes: 

  

•         To protect the health, safety, or liberty of any citizen. 

  

•         To teach or study another language. 

  

•         To protect the rights of a criminal defendant or victim of a crime. 

  

•         To promote trade, tourism, or commerce. 
  

•         To facilitate activities relating to the compilation of any census. 
  

•         To comply with the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 USC 

1400 et seq.). 
  

•         To use a proper name, term of art, or phrase from a language other than English. 
  

•         To comply with the constitution and laws of the United States or the constitution of 

this state. 

  

If you are interested in co-sponsoring LRB 0265/1, please contact Senator Jacque’s office at 6-

3512 by Monday, January 20, 2020 at 5 p.m. 

  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill provides that the official language of this state is English. Currently, the state has no 

official language. 
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The bill also provides that, unless otherwise specifically required by law, all written expression 

by all units of state and local government in this state shall be in the English language, except 

that such expression may be in another language when appropriate to the circumstances of an 

individual case, the implementation of a program in a specific instance, or the discharge of a 

responsibility in a particular situation. 

  

The bill also permits government officers and employees to use a language other than English in 

oral or written expression whenever necessary for one or more of eight specified purposes. 

  

In addition, the bill precludes any unit of state or local government in this state from prohibiting 

any person from becoming proficient in any language or restricting the oral or written use of any 

language for a nongovernmental purpose. 
 


