
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO: All Legislators  
  
FROM: Sen. André Jacque 

Rep. Dave Murphy 
  
DATE: January 24, 2019 
  
RE: Co-sponsorship of LRB-0219/1, Tools of the Trade Apprenticeship Program Expansion 

  
DEADLINE: Thursday, February 7 at 5:00pm 

  
  
Wisconsin employers desperately need skilled workers. Apprenticeships have been successful in 
helping meet the demand, but the road to complete them is long and paved with financial 
challenges that can discourage even the most motivated individuals. 
  
In response to this need, we will be re-introducing legislation which unanimously passed Assembly 
and Senate committees and the full Assembly by a 95-0 vote last session, to expand the Tools of the 
Trade apprenticeship grant program by providing the Wisconsin Technical College System Board 
with an additional $100,000 per academic year to assist technical college students who have 
undertaken apprenticeship training courses in conjunction with instruction at their schools. Each 
individual student who qualifies is eligible to receive up to $1,000, which must be used to assist in 
paying for materials and expenses associated with the apprenticeship training program, including 
tools, clothing, equipment, and supplies. The Technical College System Board is required to 
establish an application process and criteria for awarding these grants. The existing Tools of the 
Trade program is privately funded for the system by the Great Lakes Higher Education Corporation 
and dispenses $200,000 annually in grants.  The WTCS Board and WTCS districts plan to absorb the 
minor costs incurred related to the development of the application process, marketing of the 
scholarship to eligible students, evaluation of the applications, and selection of the recipients. 
  
Since the Tools of the Trade program was established in 2013, approximately 96 percent of past 
recipients have either completed their apprenticeships or continued their training the following 
semester, an exceptional success rate among technical college financial aid programs. Completion is 
critical, as the most recent data available showed the median salary for students completing an 
apprenticeship to be over $67,000. Over $600,000 in Tools of the Trade scholarships have been 
awarded to apprentices in Wisconsin since the program was expanded to apprentices at all WTCS 
colleges five years ago. 
  
This legislation was drafted with input and support from the Wisconsin Technical College 
System. Through expansion of the Tools of the Trade Apprenticeship Program, WTCS will better 
keep pace with the growing demand systemwide for assistance to apprentices. 
  
  
To be added on as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email or contact Nik in 
Sen. Jacque’s office at 6-3512 or Diane in Rep. Murphy’s office at 6-7500 by 5:00pm on 
Thursday, February 7th. 
  



Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill creates a grant program under which the Technical College System Board may award 
grants of up to $1,000 to technical college students who have undertaken an apprenticeship 
program in conjunction with their course of instruction at the technical college. These grants may 
be awarded only to assist students in paying materials expenses associated with the apprenticeship 
program, including costs of purchasing tools, clothing, equipment, and supplies. The TCS Board 
must establish an application process and criteria for awarding these grants, which criteria must 
consider the financial need and anticipated or actual expenses of the applicant. The TCS Board may 
award grants totaling up to $100,000 per academic year. 
 


