
To:       All Legislators 
  
From:    Representative Gary Hebl        
  
Date:   January 8, 2019 
                                                                                          
Re:       Co-Sponsorship of LRB-0201/1: discrimination in housing based on prior evictions and 

providing a penalty 
  
DEADLINE:  Wednesday, January 22nd by 5pm                 
  
Contact: Rep. Hebl at 6-7678 or Rep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov 
  
I am introducing a bill that will prevent landlords from asking about evictions that happened over 

five years prior and to prevent discrimination of prospective renters who had evictions more than 

five years prior. It can be an uphill struggle to get one’s life back on track. I think we can all 

agree that mistakes made in the past should not prevent you from improving your life. This bill is 

aimed at ensuring past mistakes do not affect future prospects. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please contact my office at 6-7678 

or Rep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov before Wednesday, January 22nd at 5pm. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill provides that it is discrimination under the state open housing law to 
do any of the following: 
  

1. Inquire, whether orally or in writing, of a prospective tenant or any other individual 

about any eviction of a prospective tenant that occurred more than five years prior. The 

bill prohibits a prospective tenant from being asked about prior evictions unless the 

prospective tenant is informed that evictions more than five years old need not be 

disclosed. 
2. Refuse to rent housing to an individual, or otherwise treat an individual unequally in 

the terms, conditions, or privileges of rental of housing, because of an eviction of the 

individual that occurred more than five years prior to the date of a rental application. 

The open housing law is administered by the Department of Workforce Development, which 

receives, investigates, and evaluates complaints of violations and may order relief in appropriate 

cases. Persons who allege a violation of the open housing law may also bring a civil action. 
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