
TO:                  Legislative Colleagues 

FROM:            Rep. Taylor, Rep. Stubbs, Rep. Sargent, & Rep. Subeck 

Sen. Carpenter & Sen. Johnson 

  

DATE:             National Gun Violence Awareness Day, June 7, 2019 

RE:                  Co-Sponsor LRB 0188 – Reinstate the 48 Hour Waiting Period for 
Handgun Purchases 

Deadline:      June 21, 2019 at 5pm 

  

Today, is National Gun Violence Awareness Day. The devastating impact of gun violence is 
plaguing every Wisconsin city, town, and village, regardless of age, race, or region. It is time 
for legislators to listen to the people of our state and adopt common sense, gun safety 
measures to save lives and heartbreak to Wisconsin families. 

2015 Wisconsin Act 22 eliminated the nearly 40-year requirement that a federally licensed 
firearm dealer wait 48 hours to transfer a handgun. This waiting period must be restored. 

In 2016, Caroline Nosal was tragically shot and killed by a co-worker who had purchased a 
handgun within 48 hours of Caroline's murder. Caroline's family believes a 48-hour waiting 
period could have saved Caroline's life. 

As the legislative history of the original waiting period makes clear, the 48 hour waiting 
period has an important purpose. As stated by then Governor Lucey, the waiting period 
was needed "to prevent crimes committed in a moment of passion or fit of rage that so 
often result in senseless tragedies among families and friends." 

We know 48 hours could make a difference in deescalating domestic conflict or for 
somebody struggling with suicidal thoughts. According to a New York Times article 
published in 2017, of women shot to death by men they knew, 45% were killed during an 
argument and a vast number of studies show a woman is 5 times more likely to be killed if 
her abuser owns a firearm. Further, suicides make up two-thirds of all gun deaths in the 
United States and half of all suicides are carried out with a firearm. This totals to 
over 20,000 tragic deaths every year. 
  
By reinstating the waiting period, we can prevent impulsive violence and save countless 
lives. Waiting periods have been shown to reduce suicide rates by 7-11% and 
reduce homicide rates by 17%, according to Harvard Business School. 
  
Doing nothing to curb the devastation and death resulting from gun violence is not an 
option. If even one person's life can be spared by this bill, we must act. 

http://host.madison.com/wsj/news/local/crime-and-courts/caroline-nosal-s-parents-say-gun-purchase-waiting-period-could/article_6deca4be-0f2d-5506-bde7-7801c852fd81.html
https://everytownresearch.org/firearm-suicide/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5699026/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5699026/


If you would like to sign on to this legislation, please call Rep. Taylor's office at 6-5342 or 
reply to this email by 5pm on Friday, June 21st! 

  

Supporters include (to be updated): 

• Wisconsin Anti-Violence Effort (WAVE) Education Fund 

• End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin 

• Wisconsin Council of Churches 

• Chief Michael C. Koval, Madison Police Department 

• Jim, Jane, and Amy Nosal, advocates and gun violence victims 

• Jean Papalia, Suicide Prevention Advocate  

  

  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Current law provides that, before a federally licensed firearms dealer may transfer a 
handgun after a sale, the dealer must request that the Department of Justice perform a 
background check on the prospective purchaser to determine if the purchaser is prohibited 
from possessing a firearm under federal or state law. 
  
This bill prohibits the dealer from transferring the handgun to the purchaser until 48 hours 
have passed since the firearms dealer requested the background check on the purchaser. 
  
  
 


