
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO: All Legislators  
  
FROM: Sen. André Jacque 

Rep. Ken Skowronski 
  
DATE: February 18, 2019 
  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-0179/1, Honoring Our Heroes: Military Specialty Plates for 
Veterans 

  
DEADLINE: Tuesday, March 5 at 5:00pm 

  
  
We will be introducing legislation to, like most other states, provide a specialty license plate 
indicating the foregoing statuses at no cost to veterans who are recipients of: the Medal of Honor, 
recipients of the Purple Heart, and those who have received the Distinguished Service Cross, Navy 
Cross, Air Force DSC, and Survivors of Pearl Harbor (and/or their surviving spouse).  Other military 
specialty plates for honorably discharged veterans whose service qualifies for them would be made 
available at the same cost as a standard plate. 
  
Currently when Military specialty vehicle license plates are issued, a $15 issuance fee is required 
from the purchaser.  WisDOT then transfers these funds to the Wisconsin Department of Veterans 
Affairs Veterans Trust Fund.  This bill will require that when specialty license plates are issued to 
qualified veterans indicating their status as recipients of the Medal of Honor, the Purple Heart, the 
Distinguished Service Cross, Navy Cross, Air Force DSC, and Survivors of Pearl Harbor (and/or their 
surviving spouse), that there be no cost to the veteran receiving the specialty plate (i.e. no 
registration renewal ($75) or issuance ($15) fee), and that an amount equal to what would have 
otherwise been charged for an issuance fee ($15) be transferred to the WDVA Veterans Trust Fund. 
  
Further, this legislation will require that when honorably discharged military veterans request a 
military specialty plate of their choice, that they would pay only the standard registration fee, and 
that the specialty issuance fee ($15) that would have otherwise been charged be waived and an 
equal amount be transferred to the WDVA Veterans Trust Fund.  At the request of WisDOT, the 
motion's implementation would take effect 9 months after publication. 
  
Based on data from WisDOT on current purchases of specialty plates, if no additional plates were 
requested the cost would be a $100,000 GPR reduction in revenue to WisDOT and a $255,000 GPR 
shift from WisDOT to WDVA Veterans Trust Fund (which would reflect the current contributions 
DVA receives but instead without a cost to the veteran). The costs for designing and striking 
military specialty plates have already long since been recouped by the DMV.  As this legislation 
would eliminate the present additional financial barrier to veterans displaying military specialty 
plates reflecting their service and recognitions earned, this proposal would likely increase the 
number of veterans requesting military specialty plates, in turn increasing state government 
contributions to the WI Veterans Trust Fund. 
  



To be added as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email or contact Nik in 
Sen. Jacque's office at 6-3512 or Sarah in Rep. Skowronski's office at 6-8590 by 5:00pm on 
Tuesday, March 5th. 

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  
This bill creates exemptions from vehicle registration fees for certain vehicles issued special plates 
associated with military service and expands the group of persons authorized to obtain certain 
types of military special plates. 
  
Current law enumerates various authorized special groups whose members may obtain from the 
Department of Transportation special registration plates for certain vehicles, including automobiles 
and light motor trucks, that are owned or leased by special group members. There are 
approximately 57 authorized special groups that are military in nature, including groups for 
persons awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor, the Purple Heart Medal, the Distinguished 
Service Cross Medal, the Air Force Cross Medal, the Navy Cross Medal, and the Distinguished 
Service Medal, as well as a group for veterans of the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
  
This bill expands these listed authorized groups to include a surviving spouse of the medal recipient 
or Pearl Harbor veteran. 
  
Under current law, DOT collects a registration fee for the initial registration or registration renewal 
of most motor vehicles operated on the highway. The amount of the registration fee varies by type 
of vehicle, with automobiles subject to a $75 annual registration fee and motor trucks subject to a 
fee based on weight. In addition to the regular registration fee, DOT charges a fee of $15 for the 
issuance or reissuance of most special plates. For special plates that are military in nature, this $15 
additional fee is deposited into the veterans trust fund. However, for a person awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor, there is no registration fee and no additional fee for issuance of 
these special plates. 
  
Under this bill, there is no initial or renewal registration fee and no $15 additional fee for a vehicle 
registered by a special group member who was awarded, or who is the surviving spouse of a person 
awarded, the Purple Heart Medal, the Distinguished Service Cross Medal, the Air Force Cross Medal, 
the Navy Cross Medal, or the Distinguished Service Medal, or who is or is the surviving spouse of a 
Pearl Harbor veteran, if the vehicle owner has no other registered vehicles with military special 
plates for which there is such a fee exemption. There is also no registration fee or additional fee for 
the surviving spouse of a person awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor. The bill also exempts 
an honorably discharged veteran from the $15 additional fee for issuance or reissuance of special 
plates that are military in nature, including a veteran's motorcycle plate, if the vehicle owner has no 
other registered vehicles with military special plates for which there is such a fee exemption. DOT 
must annually report to the Department of Administration the number of vehicles issued or 
reissued special plates that are military in nature for which no $15 additional fee was collected as 
provided above. DOA must annually transfer from the general fund to the veterans trust fund an 
amount equal to the number of vehicles reported by DOT multiplied by $15. 
  
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this 
bill. 
 


