
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

Date:   February 11, 2019 

To:      All Legislators 
From: Sen. André Jacque and Rep. Dan Knodl 
Re:      Co-sponsorship of LRB-0175/1 and LRB-1864/1, relating to the registration and 

operation of vehicles defined as autocycles 
  

DEADLINE: 5 p.m. Friday, February 22 
  
A relatively new vehicle known as the autocycle has been growing more popular in Wisconsin 

and other states since 2014.  In Wisconsin and across the country, autocycles are registered as 

motorcycles and drivers need a motorcycle endorsement to legally drive them on local roads. 

However, these autocycles do not meet the actual definition of a motorcycle in Wisconsin with 

their use of a steering wheel, seatbelts and gas and brake pedals. These characteristics are more 

indicative of a car or truck and, as a result, autocycles should not be classified and registered as a 

motorcycle. In addition, autocycles are heavier than the weight range listed for motorcycles in 

state statutes. 
  

We will be introducing legislation to clarify the definition of autocycles so that Wisconsin can be 

in a better position to address future technologies and the impact these vehicles will have on state 

roads. Wisconsin will also be poised to realize the following benefits by adopting a separate 

classification for autocycles: 

  

•         Opening up the market to all motorists with a regular driver's license instead of the 

current motorcycle endorsement would allow for more sales, thus increasing collected 

sales taxes. Due to the significant weight of autocycles, a higher registration fee would 

also be collected to address their impact on roads. 

•         Expanding the pool of potential consumers should improve sales for dealers as well as 

help Wisconsin manufacturing plants that support the construction of autocycles. 

•         Freeing up Department of Transportation staff time since the agency is currently pulling 

out crash statistics manually to evaluate the effect of autocycles. 

•         Eliminating confusion on how to follow the law when operating autocycles. 

ABATE of Wisconsin strongly supports this legislation. 
  

If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-0175/1 and LRB-1864/1, please reply to this email or 

contact Sen. Jacque at 6-3512 or Rep. Knodl at 6-3796. 

  

The deadline to co-sponsor this bill is 5 p.m. Friday, February 22. 
  
  
 


