
TO:                 All Legislators 
  
FROM:           Sen. André Jacque 
                         Rep. Chuck Wichgers 
  
DATE:            Tuesday, March 5th, 2019 
  
RE:                 Co-Sponsorship of LRB 0164/1- Protecting Animals of Wisconsin (PAW) Act 

DEADLINE:  Tuesday, March 19th 

We will be re-introducing legislation to more effectively address the crime of sexual contact with an 
animal by increasing the penalty to a felony, making it a sex crime, increasing penalties for repeat 
offenses, and making a technical change to the definition of sexual contact with an animal to prohibit 
perpetrators from using any body part or object on an animal for sexual gratification, not just their sex 
organ (closing a loophole that has unfortunately been exploited).  These changes were drafted in 
consultation with and at the request of district attorneys, law enforcement agencies, farmers, and 
animal advocacy groups and passed Assembly and Senate committees last session unanimously, and the 
full State Assembly on a voice vote. 
  
The sexual abuse of an animal can take many different forms, and be driven by any number of different 
motives—ranging from sexual gratification to financial gain. As with other forms of animal abuse, 
bestiality overlaps significantly with violence perpetrated against humans, including domestic violence, 
sexual assault, and child abuse. A study of 44,000 adult sex offenders found that prior sexual abuse of 
animals is the number one behavioral predictor for sexual abuse of a child, and individuals who sexually 
abuse animals are very frequently violent, predatory sex offenders who share many common traits with 
pedophiles. Enabling the law to effectively intervene in cases of animal sexual abuse is likely to prevent 
future crimes against humans. 
  
The bill's proposed felony penalty would appropriately prohibit the abuser from participating in certain 
state licensed programs such as the child foster network, operating a child care service, and driving a 
school bus.  Sexual abuse of animals is currently a felony in twenty three states. 

  

The following link contains graphic content, but illustrates the importance for this legislation. 
http://www.mjennyedwards.com/case-files/index.html 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-0164/1, please reply to this email or contact Sen. Jacque's office at 
6-3512 or Rep. Wichgers' office at 6-3363 by Tuesday, March 19th. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Under this bill, it is a Class H felony to have sexual contact with an animal, to promote or otherwise 
participate in sexual contact with animals, to create, possess, or distribute obscene material depicting a 
person engaged in sexual contact with an animal, or to advertise, harbor, transport, provide, or obtain 
an animal for the purpose of having sexual contact with the animal.  In addition, it is a Class F felony 
to force, coerce, entice, or encourage a child under the age of 13 to engage in sexual contact with an 
animal or a Class G felony if the child is over the age of 13 but under the age of 18.  It is also a Class F 
felony to have sexual contact with an animal in the presence of a child under the age of 13 or a Class G 

http://www.mjennyedwards.com/case-files/index.html


felony if the child is over the age of 13 but under the age of 18.  In addition, all felony classifications are 
increased for second or subsequent violations. 
  
Under current law, it is a Class A misdemeanor for a person to commit an act of sexual gratification 
involving his or her sex organ and the sex organ, mouth, or anus of an animal, or involving his or her sex 
organ, mouth, anus, or other body part and the sex organ of an animal. 
  
Under current law, a person may be required to register as a sex offender for certain crimes that are 
sexually motivated if the judge determines that it would be in the interest of public protection to have 
the person register.  Under this bill, the new offense of bestiality would be subject to this provision. 
  
Because this bill creates a new crime or revises a penalty for an existing crime, the Joint Review 
Committee on Criminal Penalties may be requested to prepare a report. 
  
 


