
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
TO:                 All Legislators 
  
FROM:           Representative James Edming and Senator Tom Tiffany 
            
DATE:           October 14, 2019 
  
RE:                 Co-Sponsorship of LRB-0152/1 and LRB-4627/1- relating to the authority to 

shoot a wild animal causing damage to a highway. 

DEADLINE:  3:00 PM on Monday, October 21, 2019 
As a part of the most recent state budget, the legislature made significant investments in local 

road funding.  Not only is it important to provide additional resources for our local roads, but we 

must also provide new tools that help our local governments keep their roads in good shape. 

In northern Wisconsin, local governments have been experiencing problems with nuisance 

animals, primarily beavers, causing damage to local roadways.  Beavers often dam up culverts 

under or near roadways which can cause flooding in the area and damage the roadway.  This 

damage and flooding can lead to safety issues for area residents and expensive repairs for local 

property owners and local governments.  While the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 

does deploy measures to prevent or deter beavers from plugging up a culvert such as trapping, 

this is not always effective. 

Under current law, the DNR may remove or authorize removal of a wild animal that is causing 

damage or a nuisance.  However, the law does not currently allow the discharging of a firearm 

within 50 feet of the center of a roadway. This can make it difficult to shoot a beaver that has 

dammed up a culvert that runs near a roadway. This bill creates an exception to this prohibition 

by allowing the DNR or an agent of a local government authorized by the DNR to discharge a 

firearm within the 50 foot buffer to shoot a wild animal that is causing damage to a roadway.  It 

is important to note that the DNR still has the discretion on whether or not to permit the 

discharge of a firearm to under this exemption. 

This bill was drafted with consultation of the Department of Natural Resources. 

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please respond to this email or contact 

Representative Edming’s office at 6-7506 or Senator Tiffany’s office at 6-2509 before 3:00 PM 

on Monday, October 21, 2019.  All co-sponsors will be added to both Senate and Assembly 

companion bills unless otherwise requested. 

  

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Under current law, the Department of Natural Resources may remove or authorize the 

removal of a wild animal that is causing damage or that is causing a nuisance. Generally, the 

removal may involve capturing, shooting, setting a trap for, relocating, or otherwise destroying 

or disposing of the wild animal. However, current law generally prohibits anyone from 

discharging a firearm within 50 feet of the center of a roadway. This bill adds an exception to 

this prohibition for DNR or an agent of a city, village, town, or county authorized by DNR to 

shoot a wild animal that is causing damage to a highway. 
  
 


