
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
DATE:              Feb. 21, 2019 
  
TO:                  All Legislators 
  
FROM:            Rep. Joel Kitchens and Sen. André Jacque 
  
RE:                   LRB-0134/1 relating to: relating to eligibility of Washington Island Observer newspaper to 
receive compensation for publication of legal notices and the content of affidavits of printing filed as 
evidence of publication 
  
DEADLINE:     Monday, March 4, 2019 at 5 p.m. 
  
We are introducing LRB-0134 to ensure the Washington Island Observer is incorporated into the state 
definition of a newspaper so the print news outlet can be eligible to receive payments for publishing 
legal notices. 
  
Under current law, a newspaper is defined – with certain exceptions – as a publication that is published 
at regular intervals and at least once a week, containing, on average, 25 percent news content per issue. 
  
The locally-owned Washington Island Observer is technically a weekly newspaper, but cuts down to two 
editions per month during the winter season due to the island's unique geography and needs. The only 
way to easily access the island is through a ferry, which only operates once per day from the beginning 
of January to the end of March. 
  
The Observer is the only newspaper printed directly on the island and meets all of the state 
requirements, except that it is only published 30 times a year instead of 52 because the population 
shrinks during the winter months. But Washington Island still has close to 350 full-time households, and 
nearly 300 of them – or 86 percent – are Observer subscribers. 
  
LRB-0134 will help promote government transparency by ensuring these residents have easier and more 
regular access to legal notices. The bill also creates fairness to rural print news outlets by allowing the 
Observer to receive compensation for publishing legal notices, just like any designated newspaper of 
record. 
  
In addition, the proposal embraces new technological advancements by expanding the options a 
newspaper has in its obligation to send affidavits to those who requested published legal notices. Under 
current law, an affidavit must include a copy of the legal notice clipped from the newspaper and must 
specify the date of each insertion and the paper in which it was published. This bill allows newspapers to 
send a copy of the legal notice in either hard copy or electronic form. 
  
LRB-0134 is supported by the Wisconsin Newspaper Association. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-0134/1, please reply to this email or contact Rep. Kitchens' office at 
266-5350 or Sen. Jacque's office at 266-3512. All co-sponsors will be added to the companion version of 
the bill unless otherwise requested. 



  
The deadline to co-sponsor this bill is Monday, March 4, 2019 at 5 p.m. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill incorporates the Washington Island Observer newspaper into the definition of newspaper for 
purposes of eligibility to receive compensation for publishing legal notices. Under current law, a 
newspaper is defined, with certain exceptions, as a publication that is published at regular intervals and 
at least once a week, containing, on average, 25 percent news content per issue, including reports of 
happenings of recent occurrence of a varied character, such as political, social, moral and religious 
subjects, designed to inform the general reader. In addition to meeting other criteria, a publication must 
be a newspaper as defined in the statutes in order to qualify to receive compensation for publication of 
legal notices. This bill incorporates the Washington Island Observer, published at least two times a 
month, into the definition of newspaper. 

Also, current law provides that in order for an affidavit of printing to be received as presumptive 
evidence of publication of a legal notice and of the facts stated in the affidavit, the affidavit must include 
a copy of the legal notice clipped from the newspaper and must specify the date of each insertion and 
the paper in which it was published. This bill specifies that the copy of the notice included with the 
affidavit of printing may be clipped from the newspaper in either hard copy or electronic format. 
  
 


