
Co-Sponsorship Memorandum 

  
Date: May 30, 2019 

  
To: All Legislators 

  
CO SPONSORSHIP LRB 0120/3403; relating to holding a referendum to increase a political 
subdivision's levy limit 

  
FROM: Representatives Novak and Shankland 

Senators Marklein, Bewley, and Testin 
  

DEADLINE: Monday, June 10 

  
Under current law, local governments have the ability to exceed levy limits via voter approval of a 
referendum.  In an odd-numbered year, a local government may call a special election to hold the 
referendum.  In an even-numbered year, however, the referendum must be held during the spring 
primary or general election or partisan primary or fall general election.  
  

Unfortunately, due to the referendum question being statutorily prescribed—and requiring net new 
construction numbers not available until mid-August—it is impossible for local governments to hold a 
referendum anytime in the spring or during the fall primary.  It is also incredibly difficult to hold the 
referendum during the fall general election due to timelines associated with adopting local budgets and 
the need to mail property tax bills in mid-December.  As a result, current law may force local 
governments to hold costly special elections, where voter participation is significantly less than a general 
election.   
  

Under the bill, local governments will have the opportunity to hold a referendum in the regularly 
scheduled spring elections or fall primary, since they will not need new construction numbers not 
available from the state until mid-August. Holding a referendum during these times will give local 
governments adequate time to adopt their local budgets in November/December and will ensure voter 
participation is at its highest. 
  

For example, a county could follow this timeline: 
   

2017 
Aug 9 – Net New Construction Numbers Released 
Sept. – Special Election 
Oct. – Nov.  – Local governments develop budget while knowing if the referendum passed 
  
2018 
Aug 9 – Net New Construction Numbers Released 
Aug 14 – August Primary (Not enough time to prepare ballots with accurate numbers) 
Oct. – Nov. – Local governments develop budget 
Nov 6 – Fall Election (Incredibly difficult for local governments to prepare and pass budget without 
knowing results of referendum) 
Not allowed to call a special election 



  
However, under this bill 2018 could look like this: 
  
2018 
Aug 9 – Net New Construction Numbers Released 
Aug 14 – August Primary with referendum question using estimated numbers 
Oct. – Nov. – local governments develop and pass budget (With plenty of time to know if they have the 
increased revenues) 
Nov 6 – Fall Election 
  
LRB-0120 simply removes the statutorily prescribed referendum question from state law and instead 
includes a list of required information that must be included in the referendum question.  This technical 
change will make it easier for local governments to hold referendums during regularly scheduled 
elections, as opposed to calling a costly special election where citizens are less likely to participate.  
  

The bill is supported by the Wisconsin Counties Association, League of Wisconsin Municipalities, and 
Wisconsin Towns Association.  
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please contact Jake in Rep. Novak's office (237-9491) 
or Peter in Sen. Marklein's office (266-0703) by Monday, June 10 

  
 


