
TO:                 All Legislators 

FROM:           Representative James Edming 

Senator Jerry Petrowski                  

DATE:           Monday, July 1, 2019 

RE:                 LRB-0118 & LRB 3348– relating to temporary practice by physicians at camps 
  
DEADLINE: Friday, July 12th at 3:00 PM 

  
This bill is part of the Summer Camp Regulatory Reform Package 

There is nothing like summer in Wisconsin.  The many lakes, streams, and forests of our state 

offer outstanding outdoor recreational opportunities and make Wisconsin an ideal place to spend 

some time away at camp.  Wisconsin is home to some of the best summer camps in the 

country.  Kids come from all over the United States and even from other countries to attend 

summer camps in Wisconsin.  These camps are located all around our state and are important 

parts of the state and local economy. 

As with any outdoor activity comes the risk of injury.  Many summer camps rely on volunteer 

physicians who give part of their summer to volunteer as a camp doctor.  These camp doctors 

ensure the safety of campers and camp staff.  While the vast majority of injuries treated by camp 

doctors are minor (ie. rashes, twisted ankles), having a doctor on hand provides an extra level of 

care that should be encouraged. 

At many summer camps, the camp doctor is a volunteer position.  Just like the campers, many of 

these volunteer doctors come from all over the nation and around the world and are licensed 

there.  Current law requires these fully qualified doctors to receive a temporary license from the 

state to serve as a camp doctor even if they are only serving for a short time, sometimes as short 

as a week.  There are many time-consuming requirements for temporary licensure and camps are 

having a harder and harder time finding physicians who are willing to go through this lengthy 

process.  Some camp doctors have said that it requires more time and work to obtain the 

temporary license than the time and work at the camp itself. 

In Minnesota, there is an exemption for camp doctors if they are licensed in another state.  With 

this legislation, we hope to extend that same allowance here in Wisconsin.  This bill would 

permit summer camp doctors to practice in Wisconsin for up to 90 days a year without having to 

apply for a license if they are licensed to practice in another state, US territory or foreign country 

when the licensure standards in the jurisdiction where the physician is licensed are substantially 

equivalent to the requirements in Wisconsin.  Physicians operating under this exemption would 

be limited to treating campers and camp staff only. 

This bill is a redraft of the amended version of 2017 Assembly Bill 870 which was approved by 

the Assembly by a voice vote late last session.  The only change to the bill that passed the 

Assembly last session is an increase to the length of the exemption from 20 days to 90 

days.  This change was made at the request of some summer camps that have longer camp 

programs where their camp doctor may be at camp for several weeks. 



If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation and its Senate companion, please contact Rep. 

Edming's office at 6-7506 or Senator Petrowski's office at 6-2502 before 3:00 PM on Friday, 

July 12th. 

  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill allows a person to practice for up to 90 days a year as a physician for campers 

and staff at a recreational and educational camp licensed in this state if both of the following are 

satisfied: 1) the person is licensed in good standing to practice medicine and surgery by another 

state or territory of the United States or a foreign country or province and the licensure standards 

in that jurisdiction are substantially equivalent to the requirements of this state; and 2) the person 

is not under active investigation by a licensing authority or law enforcement authority in any 

state, federal, or foreign jurisdiction. A person is required to submit a form to the Medical 

Examining Board before practicing as allowed under the bill. 
  

 


