
To:       All Legislators 
  
From:    Representative Gary Hebl            
  
Date:   May 30, 2019 
                                                                                          
Re:       Co-Sponsorship of LRB-0117/1: eliminating the state trail pass 
  
DEADLINE:  Wednesday, June 12th by 5pm                 
  
Contact: Rep. Hebl at 6-7678 or Rep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov 
  
Saturday, June 1st is National Trails Day throughout the country. Wisconsin has some of the nicest trails 

and parks in the entire country. However, the trail comes with a cost for some activities. Currently, 

pedestrians, snowmobilers, and all-terrain vehicle riders do not need to purchase a trail pass to use state 

trails; bikers, cross country skiers, and horse riders do. I am introducing legislation that would eliminate 

state trail fees in an effort to open up state trails to those that cannot afford to pay for trail passes and as 

places to exercise. 
  
As a state, Wisconsin has consistently ranked in the top half nationwide for number of obese adults. In 

1990, Wisconsin's adult obesity rate was 11.8%. By 2016 that had climbed to 30.7%. Obese individuals 

are at a greater risk of heart disease, as well as type 2 diabetes and bone and joint stress. Eliminating trail 

fees to allow free trail use will encourage exercise and staying active in an attempt to get Wisconsin 

healthy. Not only that, it will allow more people to enjoy the sights and sounds of Wisconsin trails. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please contact my office at 6-7678 

orRep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov before Wednesday, June 12th at 5pm. 
  
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill eliminates the requirement that the Department of Natural Resources issue a state trail pass and 

prohibits DNR from charging a person an admission fee for entering any state trail. 
  
Under current law, DNR is required to issue an annual state trail pass that authorizes admission to a 

state trail for a fee of $25. DNR also issues a daily state trail pass for a fee of $5. DNR is authorized to 

waive or alter these fees for certain classes of persons or groups, certain areas, certain types of visitation 

or times of the year, admission to special scheduled events or programs, or on a per person basis. 
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