
To:       All Legislators 
  
From:    Representative Gary Hebl 
              Representative Amy Loudenbeck 
  
Date:   December 5th, 2019 
                                                                                          
Re:       Co-Sponsorship of LRB-0102: allowing do-not-resuscitate necklaces or pendants 
  
DEADLINE:  Thursday, December 19th by 5pm                 
  
Contact: Rep. Hebl at 6-7678 or Rep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov 
  
As defined in Wis. Stat. s. 154.17 (2), a do-not-resuscitate order directs emergency medical 

technicians, first responders and emergency health care facilities personnel not to attempt 

cardiopulmonary resuscitation on the person for whom the order is issued if that person suffers 

cardiac or respiratory arrest. The purpose of a do-not-resuscitate order is to ensure that medical 

care provided in the emergency department and out-of-hospital settings is consistent with the 

patient's desire and the attending physician's authorization. 
  
Under current law, the only acceptable form of jewelry to indicate that a person has a do-not-

resuscitate order is a bracelet. After discussions with constituents regarding a do-not-resuscitate 

orders and privacy concerns, we are introducing legislation that would add pendants and 

necklaces to the list of approved jewelry that indicate a do-not-resuscitate order. The decision to 

have a do-not-resuscitate order is a personal one and some may view that wearing a necklace 

would allow them to better keep their decision private. 
  
The Professional Ambulance Association of Wisconsin and the Wisconsin EMS Association 

support this bill. 
  
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please contact my office at 6-7678 

or Rep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov before Thursday, December 19th at 5pm. 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill adds do-not-resuscitate necklaces or pendants that meet certain requirements to the 

types of standardized do-not-resuscitate jewelry that a person may wear to signify that the person 

is a qualified patient who has obtained a do-not-resuscitate order from a physician and that the 

order has not been revoked. Under current law, the only type of do-not-resuscitate jewelry 

allowed for qualifying patients is a do-not-resuscitate bracelet meeting certain criteria. 
  
The bill also requires the Department of Health Services to establish rules for a uniform standard 

for the size, color, and design of all do-not-resuscitate necklaces and pendants, but as under 

current law for do-not-resuscitate bracelets, the department may also approve a do-not-

resuscitate necklace or pendant developed and distributed by a commercial vendor if certain 

requirements are met. 

mailto:Rep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/154/III/17/2
mailto:Rep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov


 


