
To:       All Legislators 
  
From:    Representative Gary Hebl            
              Senator Lena Taylor 
  
Date:   April 11th, 2019 
                                                                                          
Re:       Co-Sponsorship of LRB-0093/1: expungement of deoxyribonucleic acid from crime laboratories 

if person not adjudicated guilty or delinquent 
  
DEADLINE:  Thursday, April 26th by 5pm                  
  
Contact: Rep. Hebl at 6-7678 or Rep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov 
  
We are re-introducing legislation that would require automatic destruction of DNA samples, records, and 

information after cases in which the party is not found guilty or delinquent on all charges. Currently, a 

person in such a situation would have to petition the Wisconsin Department of Justice to purge samples, 

records, and information. This bill simply changes that process to require the court to inform DOJ of the 

finding of not guilty or not delinquent. DOJ must then purge all DNA records and information and 

destroy the biological sample. 
  
Previous versions of this bills have received bipartisan support, including one that passed the Assembly 

Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety 12-0. Two amendments were also adopted unanimously 

that addressed concerns from law enforcement organizations. One amendment clarified that the person 

must be found not guilty of all charges/allegations in a case to qualify for expungement. The other 

required that crime labs must still keep the information or sample if the person is otherwise obligated to 

have a specimen in the data bank, in order to prevent having to obtain a new specimen. Those 

amendments have been incorporated into the current version of the bill. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please contact Rep. Hebl’s office at 6-7678 

or Rep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov or Sen. Taylor’s office at 6-5810 

or Sen.Taylor@legis.wisconsin.gov before Thursday, April 26th at 5pm. 
  
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
Under this bill, if a court reaches final disposition for all charges and allegations for which a person was 

required to provide a biological sample to the Department of Justice for deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) 

analysis and the person is not found guilty or delinquent on any such charge or allegation, the court must 

inform DOJ. DOJ must then purge all DNA records and information, and destroy all biological samples, 

pertaining to that person. Current law requires such a person to request DOJ to purge all records and 

information and destroy all such samples and for DOJ to verify that final disposition was reached on all 

charges and allegations without a guilty or delinquent verdict before fulfilling the request. 
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