
To:       All Legislators 
  
From:    Representative Gary Hebl 
            Senator Janis Ringhand 
  
Date:   July 11th, 2019 
  
Re:       Co-Sponsorship of LRB-0091/1: authority of the Wisconsin Supreme Court to review a 

decision of a justice to deny a motion to disqualify the justice. 
  
DEADLINE:  Thursday, July 25th by 4pm                 
  
Contact: Rep. Hebl at 6-7678 or Rep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov 
  
In an ongoing effort to help the public regain trust in our court system, we are reintroducing a Fair Courts 

judicial package. This package is aimed at maintaining judicial impartiality with regards to judicial 

disqualification, discipline, and financial contribution notification. 
  
Part Five allows the full Wisconsin Supreme Court, in the event that a Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice 

denies a motion to disqualify him- or herself from an action, to review that decision and may either affirm 

or reverse the justice’s decision. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please contact my office at 6-7678 

or Rep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov before Thursday, July 25th at 4pm. 
  
Analysis from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau: 
This bill provides that, if a Wisconsin Supreme Court justice denies a motion to disqualify himself or 

herself from an action, the supreme court may review that decision to deny the motion, and may either 

affirm or reverse the justice's decision. Current law requires a supreme court justice and a judge in the 

court of appeals, in circuit court, and in municipal court (judge) to disqualify himself or herself from a 

civil or criminal action or proceeding (action) under certain circumstances, including when a judge is 

related to any party or counsel to the action, when a judge is a party or a material witness in the action, 

when a judge has a significant financial or personal interest in the outcome of the action, and when a 

judge determines that he or she cannot, or it appears he or she cannot, act in an impartial manner. 
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