
To:       All Legislators 
  
From:    Representative Gary Hebl 
            Senator Janis Ringhand 
  
Date:   July 11th, 2019 
  
Re:       Co-Sponsorship of LRB-0089/1: equally divided determinations of the Wisconsin Supreme 

Court on matters of judicial discipline or permanent disability. 
  
DEADLINE:  Thursday, July 25th by 4pm                 
  
Contact: Rep. Hebl at 6-7678 or Rep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov 
  
In an ongoing effort to help the public regain trust in our court system, we are reintroducing a Fair Courts 

judicial package. This package is aimed at maintaining judicial impartiality with regards to judicial 

disqualification, discipline, and financial contribution notification. 
  
Part Three of this package is legislation provides that, in cases where the Wisconsin Supreme Court is 

equally divided on a matter of judicial discipline or permanent disability, the findings, conclusions, and 

recommendations of the panel of judges that heard the matter are final. It also provides that, if a case of 

discipline or permanent disability is heard by a jury, the Supreme Court must review the jury verdict and 

recommendations of the presiding judge. If the Supreme Court is equally divided on appropriate action in 

a case heard by a jury, the jury verdict and recommendations of the presiding judge are binding. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please contact my office at 6-7678 

or Rep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov before Thursday, July 25th at 4pm. 
  
Analysis from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau: 
This bill provides that, in cases where the Wisconsin Supreme Court is equally divided on a matter of 

judicial discipline or permanent disability, the findings of fact, conclusions of law, and recommendations 

of the panel of judges that heard the matter are binding on the disciplined or disabled judge or court 

commissioner. The bill also clarifies that, in those cases of discipline or permanent disability that are 

heard by a jury, the supreme court must review the jury verdict and recommendations of the presiding 

judge. If the supreme court is equally divided on the question of appropriate discipline or action in a case 

heard by a jury, the jury verdict and recommendations of the presiding judge are binding on the 

disciplined or disabled judge or court commissioner. Under current law, the Judicial Commission must 

investigate any possible misconduct or permanent disability of a judge or circuit or supplemental court 

commissioner. If, after the investigation, the commission finds probable cause that the judge or court 

commissioner has engaged in misconduct or has a permanent disability, the commission must file a 

petition with the supreme court and prosecute the case against the judge or court commissioner. The case 

is heard either by a panel of judges or, when requested by the commission, by a jury. Also under current 

law, the supreme court must review the findings of fact, conclusions of law, and recommendations made 

by the panel of judges and determine appropriate discipline of the judge or court commissioner in cases 

of misconduct and appropriate action in cases of permanent disability. 
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