
To:       All Legislators 
  
From:   Representative Gary Hebl 
            Senator Dave Hansen 
            Senator Bob Wirch 
  
Date:   March 22, 2019 
                                                                                          
Re:       Co-Sponsorship of LRB-0048/1 and LRB-2492/1: entering into an agreement among the 
states to elect the president of the United States by means of a national popular vote 
  
DEADLINE:  Friday, April 5th by 5pm                 
  
Contact: Rep. Hebl at 6-7678 or Rep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov or Sen. Hansen at 6-5670 

or Sen.Hansen@legis.wisconsin.gov 
  
We are introducing legislation that will add Wisconsin to the states in the National Popular Vote Interstate 

Compact. The Compact is an agreement among the United States and the District of Columbia that agree 

to award all of their respective electoral votes to whichever presidential candidate wins the overall 

popular vote. 
  
This agreement only goes into effect when there are a majority of electoral votes represented in the 

compact (currently, that would mean that states representing at least 270 electoral votes must be members 

of the compact). As of this email, states representing 181 electoral votes are members of the compact, 

with Colorado joining most recently on March 15, 2019. By 2020, the National Popular Vote may also be 

passed in Delaware, New Mexico, Nevada, and Oregon. 
  
Americans and Wisconsinites want elected officials that represent the will of the majority of voters. 

Because of how the United States presidential election system is set up, that is not always the case. 
  
Having a national popular vote would force presidential candidates to campaign in places they normal 

would not, instead of focusing on a handful of swing states. In 2016, 92% of all campaign stops were in 

12 swing states (Nevada, Arizona, Colorado, Iowa ,Wisconsin, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New 

Hampshire, Virginia, North Carolina, and Florida). More than half (57%) of all stops were held in just 4 

states (Ohio, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, and Florida). 
  
A winner-take all Electoral College system has failed us. A national popular vote would release 

presidential candidates from focusing on those few states, to renew focus on states whose votes used to be 

a foregone conclusion. For example, it would force Democratic presidential candidates to listen to issues 

that matter to South Dakotans, or make Republican presidential candidates find out what matters to 

Americans in upstate New York. Instead of focusing all their time and money on just a few states, those 

running for President would need to listen to a broader coalition of American citizens, and our country 

would be better for it. 
 

Joining Wisconsin’s voice to the National Popular Vote Compact would send a signal that Wisconsin 

wants a President who will represent all of the country. It also will show that we stand for majority rule, 

and that the United States should always respect the will of the voters. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please contact my office at 6-7678 

or Rep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov or Sen. Hansen at 6-5670 

or Sen.Hansen@legis.wisconsin.gov before Friday, April 5th at 5pm. 
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Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Currently, the names of the presidential electors do not appear on the ballot in this 
state.  Instead, the names of the candidates for president and vice president appear on the 
ballot and each vote cast for one of the tickets is a vote for the presidential electors whose 
names are filed by their political party or, in the case of independent candidates, whose names 
are filed with the nomination papers of the candidates.  After the winners of the presidential 
election in this state are determined, the presidential electors convene and cast their ballots 
for the candidates of the party who filed their names or for the independent candidates who 
filed their names. 
  
This bill ratifies an agreement among the states which provides that if the agreement governs 
a particular presidential election, this state will certify the electors of the party, or in the case 
of independent candidates, the electors of the candidates, who win the national popular vote 
for president and vice president as the winning slate of presidential electors in this 
state.  Under the agreement, the Elections Commission must certify to the other states the 
winners of the presidential and vice presidential vote in this state and must accept the 
determinations of the chief election officials of the other states in calculating the numbers of 
votes cast for the presidential and vice presidential candidates in their states.  The agreement 
governs the election of presidential electors in this state in any year in which the agreement is, 
on July 20, in effect in states cumulatively possessing a majority of electoral votes. 
 


