
To:       All Legislators 
  
From:  Representative Gary Hebl 

            Representative Chris Taylor 
            Senator LaTonya Johnson    
  
Date:   June 7, 2019 
                                                                                          
Re:       Co-Sponsorship of LRB-0084/1: the possession of a firearm by a person who has committed a 

misdemeanor crime of domestic violence and providing a criminal penalty 
  
DEADLINE:  Thursday, June 20thby 4pm                 
  
Contact: Rep. Hebl at 6-7678 or Rep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov 
  
Firearms should be kept out of the hands of individuals that have a history of violent behavior. Data 

shows that a woman is five times more likely to be killed in a domestic violence incident if a gun is 

present. In 57% of mass shootings from 2009-2016, the perpetrators murdered intimate partners or 

members of their family. On this National Gun Violence Awareness Day, and in an effort to prevent more 

incidents of domestic gun violence, we are introducing LRB-0084/1. 
  
LRB-0084/1 will prohibit individuals convicted of misdemeanor domestic violence from possessing a 

firearm, bringing Wisconsin in line with federal firearms laws (18 U.S.C. § 922(d)(9)). It also prohibits 

possessing a firearm if an individual was found not guilty of misdemeanor domestic violence due to 

mental disease or defect. This crime carries with it a $25,000 fine, 10 years in prison, or both.  
  
We all would like to see incidents of gun violence reduced. Keeping individuals with a history of abuse 

and violent behavior from possessing firearms is a rational and prudent step, and will be a crucial 

component in the ongoing effort to curb gun violence. 
  
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please contact my office at 6-7678 

or Rep.Hebl@legis.wisconsin.gov before Thursday, June 20th at 4pm. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
Current law prohibits a person from possessing a firearm if he or she has been convicted of a 

felony, found not guilty of a felony by reason of mental disease or defect, or adjudicated 

delinquent for an act that if committed by an adult in this state would be a felony. Federal law 

prohibits a person who is convicted of a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence from 

possessing a firearm. Under this bill, following a conviction, or a finding of not guilty by reason 

of mental disease or defect, for a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence, state law also 

prohibits the person from possessing a firearm. A person who violates the prohibition is guilty of 

a felony and is subject to a fine of up to $25,000 or a term of imprisonment of up to ten years, or 

both. 
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