
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
DATE:                  November 6, 2017 
  
TO:                       All Legislators 
  
FROM:                  Representative Sondy Pope 
                              Senator Janet Bewley 
  
RE:                        Co-sponsorship of LRB-4670 relating to: low revenue ceiling and making an 

appropriation 
  
DEADLINE:          Monday, November 13, 2017 

  
Recently we put forward legislation to improve on the sparsity aid increases that were removed 
from the state budget by the Joint Finance Committee.  This week we are circulating a bill to 
restore and improve on a separate item addressing low revenue limits that was vetoed from the 
final budget. 
  
During the budget debate Democrats put forward proposals to improve the bill for over 850,000 
students in Wisconsin's public schools, including students in districts facing low revenue limits. 
That is reflected in LRB 4670, which would increase the low revenue adjustment to 
$9500/student in 2018/19 and $9900/student the following year.  The budget as passed would 
have allowed districts to consider limits up to $9400 by the second year with stepped increases 
in subsequent years. 
  
Unfortunately, the low revenue proposal was vetoed and it appears unlikely that veto will be 
reviewed. 
  
LRB 4670 is an opportunity to restore a mechanism for districts that face low revenue limits to 
consider, and our proposal also backs up the increase with $34.2 million in new general 
aid.  This is another step we can take to restore the broken promises to rural school districts and 
another step to improve on a budget that devotes the 2ndlowest percentage of GPR to school 
aids in 22 years.  
  
Families across the state are rightly concerned about facing decades of state budgets with 
Foxconn payouts ahead of Wisconsin priorities.  This is one opportunity to demonstrate we can 
and will put Wisconsin first.  The LRB analysis is reprinted below and a copy of the draft is 
attached to this message.  If you'd like to co-sponsor LRB 4670 please reply to this e-mail or 
call Representative Pope's office at 266-3520 or Senator Bewley's office at 266-3510 by the end 
of the day on November 13, 2017. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill increases the revenue limit ceiling for school districts to $9,500 in the 2018-19 school year and 

to $9,900 in the 2019-20 school year and each school year thereafter.  This bill also provides an 
additional $34,200,000 to the Department of Public Instruction in the 2018-19 school year for general 

school aids. In general, a school district's revenue limit is a limitation on the amount of revenue a school 
district can raise from general school aids, computer aid, and property taxes. Under current law, the 

formula for determining a school district's 



revenue limit does not apply to a school district with per pupil revenue that is less than the revenue limit 
ceiling.  Instead, the school district is allowed to increase its per pupil revenue up to the revenue limit 

ceiling.  The current revenue limit ceiling is $9,100. For further information see the state and local fiscal 
estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this bill. 

  
  
 


