
 

CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
To:              All Legislators 
  
From:          Reps. Born, Nygren, and Sen. Petrowski 
  

Date:           October 25, 2017 
  
RE:             Co-sponsorship of LRB-3256/2, relating to: the age at which a person is subject to 

juvenile court jurisdiction and making appropriations. 
  

Deadline:   Wednesday, November 1st at 5:00PM 

  
  

Under current law, 17 year-olds who are alleged to have committed a criminal offense are 

automatically waived up to adult court and subject to the Criminal Procedure Code and 

sentencing under the Criminal Code. Wisconsin is currently one of seven states that still employs 

this practice, which has been shown to be detrimental to public safety and the workforce, while 

also increasing recidivism and incarceration costs to taxpayers. LRB-3256 would return first-

time, nonviolent 17 year-old offenders to the juvenile justice system. 

  
Research has shown that teens who are sent to the adult prison system do not have access to the 

diversion and rehabilitation services that are available in the juvenile justice system. They are 

unable to participate in programs such as substance abuse treatment, counselling, and schooling 

and are therefore more likely to reoffend and get trapped in the prison cycle early in life. 

  
Prosecuting and convicting first-time, nonviolent 17 year-olds also leads to these individuals 

having adult criminal records early in life. As a result, they will have a far more difficult time 

finding employment after serving their sentence, setting them up for failure and making it more 

likely they will end up on the public dole. With so many employers across the state unable to 

find qualified workers, “raising the age” has become a workforce development issue as much as 

a criminal justice one. 

  
This legislation has been introduced in previous legislative sessions, but has always been 

opposed by the Wisconsin Counties Association (WCA) since counties would bear the cost of 

programming for the offenders affected by this bill. Unlike bills in the past, this proposal 

allocates $5 million to the Department of Children and Families (DCF) and directs them to 

develop a reimbursement system with counties to cover the costs they will incur associated with 

these offenders (an additional $5 million would be held in the Joint Finance Committee’s 

Supplemental Appropriation in case the first allocation is depleted). As a result of this change, 

WCA is supportive of this legislation. The bill also directs counties to submit data to DCF so the 

Legislature can fund this policy change at the appropriate level in the future. 

  
This legislation has enjoyed widespread bipartisan support in the past, as well as support from 

organizations on both sides of the political spectrum. If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-



3256/2, please contact Rep. Born’s office at 266-2540, or Sen. Petrowski’s office at 266-2502 by 

5:00PM on Wednesday, November 1st. 

  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill raises from 17 to 18 the age at which a person who is alleged to have violated a criminal 

law is subject to the procedures specified in the Criminal Procedure Code and, on conviction, to 

sentencing under the Criminal Code if the person has not been charged with committing certain violent 

offenses and has not, after previously being convicted of a crime or adjudicated delinquent, been charged 

with a crime. 
  

Under current law, a person 17 years of age or older who is alleged to have violated a criminal 

law is subject to the procedures specified in the Criminal Procedure Code and, on conviction, is subject to 

sentencing under the Criminal Code, which may include a sentence of imprisonment in the Wisconsin 

state prisons. Currently, subject to certain exceptions, a person under 17 years of age who is alleged to 

have violated a criminal law is subject to the procedures specified in the Juvenile Justice Code and, on 

being adjudicated delinquent, is subject to an array of dispositions under that code including placement in 

a juvenile correctional facility. 
  

The bill raises from 17 to 18 the age at which a person who is alleged to have violated a civil law 

or municipal ordinance is subject to the jurisdiction and procedures of the circuit court or, if applicable, 

the municipal court if the person has not been alleged, in a complaint or citation filed with the court, to 

have violated a civil law or municipal ordinance after previously being convicted of a crime or 

adjudicated delinquent. 
  

Under current law, a person 17 years of age or older who is alleged to have violated a civil law or 

municipal ordinance is subject to the jurisdiction and procedures of the circuit court or, if applicable, the 

municipal court, while a person under 17 years of age who is alleged to have violated a civil law or 

municipal ordinance, subject to certain exceptions, is subject to the jurisdiction and procedures of the 

court assigned to exercise jurisdiction under the Juvenile Justice Code. 
  

The bill appropriates $5,000,000 in fiscal year 2018-19 to the Department of Children and 

Families to reimburse counties for the cost of providing juvenile delinquency-related services to 17-year-

olds and requires DCF to work with county departments to develop a plan to distribute the funds.  The 

plan must be submitted to the Joint Committee on Finance for passive review.  If the cost to counties 

exceeds $5,000,000, the bill requires DCF to request up to $5,000,000 in additional funding from JCF in 

fiscal year 2018-19.  The bill also requires DCF, in collaboration with the counties, and by no later than 

October 30, 2019, to submit a report to JCF on the cost of providing juvenile delinquency-related services 

to 17-year-olds during the first year of implementation of the bill. 
  

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 
  
 


