
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:                 All Legislators 

 

FROM:           Senator Chris Larson 

 

DATE:            June 7, 2017 

 

RE:                  Co-Sponsorship of the “No Corporate Campaign Bribes Act,” LRB 1296: 

Relating to Contributions by Corporations, Cooperative Associations, 

Labor Organizations, and Federally Recognized American Indian Tribes 

 

DEADLINE: June 21, 2017 

 

Powerful special interest groups and wealthy corporations continue to have an 

overwhelming and growing effect on elections across Wisconsin and nationwide. Our 

neighbors feel their voices and our democracy are being drowned out by the constant 

flood of money into political campaigns. To answer this concern, I am introducing a 

series of bills that address our most damaging campaign finance problems as identified 

by groups like the non-partisan Wisconsin Democracy Campaign.   

 

Currently, Wisconsin State Statutes states that “No foreign or domestic corporation, no 

association organized under ch. 185 or 193, no labor organization, and no federally 

recognized American Indian Tribe may make a contribution to a committee, other than an 

independent expenditure committee or referendum committee, but may make a 

contribution to a segregated fund as provided under s. 11.1104 (6) in amounts not to 

exceed $12,000 in the aggregate in a calendar year.” 

 

This bill would amend our statues to prohibit a corporation, cooperative association, 

labor organization, or federally recognized American Indian Tribes from making 

contributions to segregated funds established and administered by a political party 

or legislative campaign committee.  

 

This closes the segregated fund shell game loophole used to funnel additional money to 

committees. 

 

To co-sponsor this legislation, please respond to this email or contact Senator 

Larson’s office (6-7505) by 4 p.m. on Wednesday, June 21, 2017. 
 

 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

 

This bill prohibits a corporation, cooperative association, labor organization, or federally 

recognized American Indian Tribe from making a contribution to a segregated fund 

established and administered by a political party or legislative campaign committee. 

Current law authorizes these entities to make contributions to a segregated fund of up to 

$12,000 in the aggregate in a calendar year. Current law specifies that a segregated fund 



is a fund established by a political party or legislative campaign committee for purposes 

other than making contributions to a candidate committee or making disbursements for 

express advocacy. 


