
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:                 All Legislators 

 

FROM:           Senator Chris Larson 

 

DATE:            June 7, 2017 

 

RE:                  Co-Sponsorship of the “Close the PAC Loophole Act,” LRB-1293: 

Relating to the definition of a PAC for campaign finance purposes 

 

DEADLINE:  June 21, 2017 

 

Powerful special interest groups and wealthy corporations continue to have an 

overwhelming and growing effect on elections across Wisconsin and nationwide. Our 

neighbors feel their voices and our democracy are being drowned out by the constant 

flood of money into political campaigns. To answer this concern, I am introducing a 

series of bills that address our most damaging campaign finance problems as identified 

by groups like the non-partisan Wisconsin Democracy Campaign.   

 

Given our minimal safeguards on political action committees, they have enormous 

influence on elections, but even with that influence and power, some groups have evaded 

current legal restrictions through a loophole in the legal definition of a political action 

committee. 

 

Currently, a political action committee is defined as a person, other than an individual, 

that either has express advocacy as its major purpose or spends more than 50 percent of 

its total spending in a 12-month period on expenditures for express advocacy, 

expenditures made to support or defeat a referendum, and contributions made to a 

candidate committee, legislative campaign committee, or political party. This allows 

groups to influence issues and elections without having to register with our state. 

 

This bill defines a political action committee, for campaign finance purposes, as a 

committee that includes a person, other than an individual, that spends more than 

$1,000 in a 12-month period on expenditures for express advocacy, expenditures 

made to support or defeat a referendum, and contributions made to a candidate 

committee, legislative campaign committee, or political party.  

 

To co-sponsor this legislation, please respond to this email or contact Senator 

Larson’s office (6-7505) by 4 p.m. on Wednesday, June 21, 2017. 

 

 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

 

Under this bill, for campaign finance purposes, a political action committee includes a 

person, other than an individual, that spends more than $1,000 in a 12-month period on 



expenditures for express advocacy, expenditures made to support or defeat a referendum, 

and contributions made to a candidate committee, legislative campaign committee, or 

political party. 

 

Current law provides that a political action committee is a person, other than an 

individual, that either has express advocacy as its major purpose or spends more than 50 

percent of its total spending in a 12-month period on expenditures for express advocacy, 

expenditures made to support or defeat a referendum, and contributions made to a 

candidate committee, legislative campaign committee, or political party. 


