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Rep. Nygren Joins Community at PFAS Public Hearing 
 
Madison--State Representative John Nygren (R-Marinette) released the following statement: 
 
“Last night I attended the Department of Natural Resources’ (DNR) community listening session in 

Marinette regarding the PFAS contamination in our area,” said Rep. Nygren. “I have been meeting with 

the DNR and other legislators in Madison in order to stay informed and up to date on the most recent 

developments,” said Rep. Nygren. “The meetings in our community are a great way for me and regulators 

to hear residents’ thoughts about the investigation and clean-up efforts.” 
 
“It was also encouraging to see Attorney General Josh Kaul in attendance at the sessions. This issue was 

one of the key items I brought up with AG Kaul the first time I met him nearly a year ago. I appreciate his 

attention to this issue and have asked him and his team to keep the community and my office informed of 

his investigation into potential legal action against Johnson Controls.” 

 
Last week, the bipartisan bill that Rep. Nygren authored curbing the use of firefighting foam containing 

PFAS was approved by the Assembly Committee on Environment. PFAS contamination of groundwater 

is a serious issue in northeastern Wisconsin and a growing problem in other areas of the state. A large 

portion of this contamination traces back to the use of firefighting foam and this bill is a strong step 

toward preventing future contamination. 

 
This is the second piece of legislation aimed at PFAS water contamination authored by Rep. Nygren in 

this session. Earlier this year, Rep. Nygren introduced Assembly Bill 85, which called on the Department 

of Health Services to develop state-based groundwater standards for PFOA and PFOS. Within weeks of 

the introduction of this bill, DHS finally developed these standards. As co-chair of the Joint Committee 

on Finance, Rep. Nygren also successfully advocated state budget provisions that provided additional 

resources and personnel to the DNR to study PFAS contaminants.  
 
“I would like to thank all the engaged community members who attended last night’s listening session,” 

said Rep. Nygren. “This issue requires a multi-faceted response and when we all work together we can 

develop solutions that benefit our community.”  
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