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Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, & Back to Class 
For the sake of our Students, Schools Must Reopen 

 
State Representative Jeremy Thiesfeldt, Chair of the Assembly Committee on Education, 

released the following statement today regarding the current status of in-person and 

virtual K-12 education across Wisconsin: 

 

“The widespread, long-term closures of school buildings since March has been the 

poorest government decision of the pandemic.   This decision will be impacting some of 

our students for a lifetime. 

 

From the beginning of the pandemic, there have been strong indications that children are 

largely spared the impact that COVID-19 has on adults.   These indications have proven 

to be correct.  In fact, the largest impact of the virus on children has been social, 

emotional, mental health, and academic—all self-inflicted wounds by our government.   

 

For the good of our children’s current and future well-being, it is time for all school 

boards across Wisconsin to follow the science. 

 

It is long past time for schools engaging exclusively in virtual instruction to reopen their 

schools to students.   Those schools engaged in hybrid models should also transition to 

full-time.  Preparations for this transition must begin immediately.  All Wisconsin 

students should have the option to receive full-time, in-person instruction as soon as 

practicable following Christmas break.   

 

To assist in the transition, I also encourage Governor Evers to consider the classification 

of school personnel so they may have the option of receiving the COVID-19 vaccination 

in a timely manner. 

 

I recently visited the Hortonville School District.  Hortonville is among too few districts 

that have remarkably maintained in-person instruction for all students five days a week.  

The Hortonville School Board, parents, and staff are to be commended.  This level of 

commitment is the type of cooperation that we need more of in our state.  The future of 

our youth depends on it.” 

      ### 


