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Washington County Seeks to Pass First Biennial Budget under New Law 
County Executive Schoemann looks to reform government to benefit all taxpayers 

   

West Bend, WI – Make government suck a little bit less. That’s County Executive Josh Schoemann’s “Play 
Like a Champion Today.” In one of his first major initiatives as executive, Schoemann is requesting the 
county change the frequency of passing a budget to once every two years. And, as it turns out the county 
would be the first local government in the state and one of the few in the country to do so.  
 
“For most citizens, there is nothing more boring and bureaucratic than a government budget,” said 
Schoemann. “I am asking the county board to pass this reform so that we spend less time annually figuring 
out new ways to spend taxpayer’s money, and more time engaging our citizens during the budget process 
and serving our citizens throughout the rest of the two-year cycle.” 
 
Schoemann’s reform idea needed state approval. Two years ago, he dispatched the county’s public affairs 
coordinator, Ethan Hollenberger, to work with the legislature and other counties to change the law. In 
previous legislative sessions, local government biennial budget bills stalled. This time, a bi-partisan group 
of legislators supported the revised legislation and Governor Evers signed the law change in 2019.  
 
Under the new amended law, local government biennial budgets are passed concurrently to Wisconsin’s 
biennial budget.  
 
The Executive Committee of the County Board of Supervisors advanced the measure to the full county 
board for its January meeting.  
 
If the required resolution passes, the real work will begin. The county will have to review budget 
ordinances and policies. The county would pass its first two-year budget plan in November 2021 for 2022 
& 2023.  
 
Schoemann’s fiscal record speaks for itself. The county administrator turned county executive, lowered 
the tax rate nearly a dollar, nearly eliminated county debt, and has nearly the same levy he inherited in 
2014.  
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