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Education students engage children and families 

in reading activities  

 
PLATTEVILLE, Wis. – Twenty-four University of Wisconsin-Platteville elementary 

education students recently conducted a variety of reading activities for 

approximately 100 elementary school students and their families at Reading 

Night at Southwestern Elementary School in Hazel Green, Wisconsin. 

 

UW-Platteville students involved with the project are enrolled in the Reading, 

Literacy and Literature II course, taught by Dr. Peggy Marciniec, associate 

professor of education at UW-Platteville. Southwestern Elementary School 

faculty members also assisted with the project, led by Jodi Helbing, reading 

specialist at Southwestern Elementary School.  

 

The purpose of Reading Night is to engage students and their families in learning 

activities that support the enjoyment of reading and writing. Under the direction of 

Marciniec, UW-Platteville students worked with Helbing and PreK-5th grade 

classroom teachers to research, plan and implement literacy games and 

activities for children with a wide range of abilities around the theme “Get 

Snowed in With a Good Book.” Planning took approximately three weeks. 

 

“Planning and implementing Reading Night was unique in that students planned 

activities for a range of ages, which is more difficult than planning for one ability 

or developmental level,” said Marciniec. “The project helped prepare students for 

their future careers as educators by giving them a taste of working with families 

in a positive, educational activity and a fun environment.” 

 



 

 

 

Kristie Sommerfeld, a senior elementary education major with a minor in early 

childhood, said Reading Night helped her and her classmates prepare for their 

future careers as teachers. 

 

“Having the opportunity to differentiate and respond to students in a real-life 

situation and having to think on our feet was the greatest experience this project 

provided us,” said Sommerfeld, a native of Comstock, Wisconsin. “The children’s 

enthusiasm for literature made Reading Night enjoyable. They were engaged 

and excited to participate in our activities.”  

 

Trevor Hanson, a senior elementary education major from Prairie du Chien, 

Wisconsin, said the part of the project he enjoyed most was interacting with the 

students. He noted that while he and his classmates have completed many hours 

in the classroom, planning and implementing an after-school event was 

completely different.  

 

“This experience helped prepare me for my future,” said Hanson. “It was 

beneficial to have to plan an activity and be flexible and adaptable. For example, 

my group planned on having older students, but more younger students 

attended. We had to change our activity to fit the needs of every student who 

came to the event. This experience was one that we talked about a lot in class, 

but actually getting out there to use all of the skills we have been taught the past 

four years was something that we all value as future educators.” 

 

Marcinec said it has been wonderful to see her students in schools interacting 

with children and their families. “These UW-Platteville students will student teach 

next semester, and I can see that they are ready to both succeed and enjoy the 

experience,” she said. 

 

UW-Platteville students who participated in Reading Night included Sommerfeld, 

Hanson, Johnna Coleman, Caroline Corbeil, Bridget Curtis, Ashley Davis, 

Katelyn Elliott, Courtney Feller, Alyssa Gordy, Kelly Heal, Inger Kromm, Tammie 

Lamfers, Samantha Levy, Zayna Manring, Erinn Manteufel, Robin Murphy, 



 

 

 

Danielle Parker, Paula Pittz, Jennifer Singer, Sarah Starzynski, Jaclyn Turney, 

Ashlyn Tyl, Sarah Wichmann and Peter Wilkinson. 

 

Reading Night was made possible with the support of the Student Research and 

Engagement Fund (formerly PACCE), a UW-Platteville initiative and funding 

source for community-based scholarship of engagement and undergraduate 

research projects that involve students, faculty, staff and community partners. 
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