FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Dec. 12, 2018
Contact: Jamie Mara
Edge Dairy Farmer Cooperative
(920) 209-3990 | jmara@voiceofmilk.com

Dairy group urges leaders to build on
momentum from new farm bill
Trade opportunities, harmful tariffs need addressing
GREEN BAY, Wis. — One of the largest dairy cooperatives in the country, representing farmers
throughout the Midwest, praised Congress for its approval of the new farm bill today and pushed
for lawmakers and the president to take other important steps to ensure dairy farmers have the
best opportunities to succeed.
With approval from the U.S. House of Representatives today, the five-year bill
moves to President Trump for signing. The Senate approved the legislation on
Tuesday.
The following comments are from Brody Stapel, president of the board of
directors for Edge Dairy Farmer Cooperative, who farms with his family on a
dairy in eastern Wisconsin:
"This is a big day for America's farming community. The historically quick passage of the bill speaks
to the importance of agriculture to our country's elected leaders. We want to commend those in
Congress for working together to reach this milestone, and we urge President Trump to sign the bill
into law.
"With attention to things like trade, risk management and nutrition, the bill sets the stage for our
dairy farmers to succeed in the long term doing what they do best — creating wholesome,
affordable food safely and efficiently and keeping this country's rural communities strong.
"As critical as it is, the farm bill is not the end of the story. This achievement should be a
springboard to other improvements that the government can affect, including developing new
world markets for dairy products and resolving the tariff retaliation that is severely hurting our dairy
community. We need, and expect, leaders to carry the momentum of this bill forward."
Photo:

Click here for a high-resolution photo of Brody Stapel.
Tweet about this: @voiceofmilk calls on leaders to build on farm bill momentum
Interviews:
Contact Jamie Mara to arrange to speak to Stapel or another source from Edge.
About Edge:
Edge Dairy Farmer Cooperative provides dairy farmers in eight Midwestern states with a powerful
voice — the voice of milk — in Congress, with customers and within their communities. Under the
Federal Milk Marketing Orders, the co-op also provides milk testing verification services and market
information. Edge, based in Green Bay, Wis., is one of the top cooperatives in the country based on
the amount of milk produced by its members. For more information, visit voiceofmilk.com.
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