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RIVERWAY BOARD ISSUES PERMITS 
 

MUSCODA.....The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board met via Zoom on December 10th to conduct a 

regular monthly business meeting.  The board approved issuance of permits for activities on private and 

public lands in the Riverway.  A timber harvest permit was issued to the Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation 

for a timber harvest near Taliesin in the Town of Wyoming, Iowa County.  Plans call for the selective 

harvest of walnut and other merchantable hardwoods as part of a larger effort to restore the native plant 

community on the estate.  The harvest will comply with the applicable Riverway regulations for lands 

visible from the Wisconsin River during leaf-on conditions. 

 The board also approved extensions to four previously issued permits for Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR) activities on state owned lands in the Riverway.  A forestry mower will be utilized to 

control invasive species and woody vegetations at sites in the Town of Mazomanie, Dane County; the 

Town of Pulaski, Iowa County; and, the Town of Spring Green, Sauk County.  The sites are not visible 

from the Wisconsin River. 

 The guest speaker for the meeting was Travis Anderson, DNR Wildlife Biologist, who discussed 

the importance of Riverway wetlands and bottomland forests to wildlife.  Anderson said the recent  

recognition of the Riverway’s “Wetlands of International Importance” emphasizes the high quality of  

habitats along the river.  From fur bearing critters, such as beavers, otters, muskrats and mink, to 

salamanders and turtles to waterfowl, the Riverway bottomlands, backwater sloughs and wetlands provide 

critical habitat.  In addition, a number of avian species, both migratory and nesting birds, use the 

bottomlands.  These birds include a variety of warblers and neotropical migrants, many types of ducks,        
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including healthy populations of wood ducks and the Red-Shouldered Hawk, a state listed species of special 

concern.  Trumpeters swans have returned to the Riverway in several locations from Spring Green to Blue 

River to Wauzeka.  He noted the comeback of bald eagles in the Riverway is a testament to the quality of 

the riparian lands and backwaters for use as nesting, perching and roosting sites.   Anderson said the 

Riverway is a wonderful place for a wildlife biologist to work due to the incredible biodiversity and many 

unique and interesting types of wildlife. 

 The next Riverway Board meeting is slated for February 11, 2021 and will be conducted via Zoom. 
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For further information, contact Mark E. Cupp, LWSRB Executive Director, at (608) 739-3188 or by cell 
phone at (608) 739-2179 or by e-mail at mark.cupp@wisconsin.gov.  
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