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Hunger Task Force Purchases Building for  
Increased Capacity, New Headquarters 

Pandemic expedites need for increased space 

MILWAUKEE – (December 10, 2020) – Hunger Task Force, Wisconsin’s anti-hunger leader, has 
purchased a 120,000 square foot warehouse at 5000 W. Electric Avenue in West Milwaukee. 
Response to the pandemic has forced Hunger Task Force to pivot significantly, managing more 
than $13 million statewide CARES Act funding, assisting hundreds of Wisconsin communities with 
supplies and Wisconsin food products, and operating without the support of volunteers. 

“This location will serve as our new headquarters, increasing our efficiencies to ensure we are the 
best stewards of our financial and volunteer resources,” said Sherrie Tussler, Executive Director of 
Hunger Task Force. “Hunger Task Force has a rich tradition of serving the community with dignity 
and compassion. The new building increases our strength to serve.” 

During the past eight months, need has skyrocketed in Wisconsin. Since April, Hunger Task Force 
has distributed 3,722,717 more pounds of food compared to the same period in 2019 – an increase 
of more than 72%. Senior need alone is up 10%, and individuals served at food pantry sites have 
risen a burgeoning 30% over 2019. The building purchase was made at the directive of Hunger 
Task Force’s Board of Directors in time to reflect the growing need, which will ensure Hunger Task 
Force is prepared for whatever this winter—and beyond—will bring. 

Hunger Task Force has also considerably expanded its statewide leadership this year through the 
evolution of the Hunger Relief Federation of Wisconsin, a member group of free and local partner 
organizations that represent all 72 Wisconsin counties. Federation membership is up 178% 
statewide in a surge to receive food and administer federal resources from Hunger Task Force. 

Combining donor contributions with support from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Senator 
Baldwin’s Office, Governor Evers’ Administration and the Milwaukee County Executive’s office, 
Hunger Task Force leveraged funds to purchase and deliver 14 million pounds of Wisconsin-made 
products (including dairy products) and USDA Farmers to Families Food Boxes. These foods have 
reached local communities—from Red Cliff to Kenosha and La Crosse to Green Bay—throughout 
the pandemic. Hunger Task Force exhibited leadership statewide to assured access to emergency 
food for the rural poor, people of color, immigrants, migrants and the indigenous. 

“The Hunger Task Force model is unique in the nation. Keeping supplies of food Free & Local 
throughout Wisconsin has been a strategic initiative of our organization,” said Tussler. “This new 
headquarters will allow Hunger Task Force to provide robust support to independent food banks, 
other anti-hunger organizations and Tribal Nations into the future.” 
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“In selecting the Village of West Milwaukee as their new home, Hunger Task Force’s move is yet 
another example of the advantage our central location in metropolitan Milwaukee offers, providing 
ease of access to those they serve across the region,” said John Stalewski, West Milwaukee 
Village President. “We welcome them as they continue their important mission.” 

The new building will serve as Hunger Task Force’s primary headquarters to house all food, 
supplies, resources and staff under one roof. It boasts 120,000 square feet of warehouse space 
with ample room for volunteer activities and food storage. In the New Year, Hunger Task Force will 
fundraise to support the conversion of the warehouse into an ideal food bank, including building a 
new freezer, a cooler and additional office build-out. 

“We are pleased that Hunger Task Force has selected to invest in the property located at 5000 
West Electric Avenue to meet their future operational requirements,” said John Kersey, Executive 
Vice President of Zilber Ltd. “The Hunger Task Force team does exceptional work in their multi-
faceted efforts to fight hunger in our community. We are confident this functional and well-located 
facility will serve their needs for years to come, while allowing the organization to expand its reach 
and capabilities throughout southeast Wisconsin.” 

In response to pandemic-related need, the site will immediately warehouse shelf-stable food items.  

 
Media Availability 

 
When: Thursday, Dec. 10 

9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

Where: Hunger Task Force New Headquarters 
5000 W. Electric Avenue, West Milwaukee 

What: Sherrie Tussler, Executive Director of Hunger Task Force, will provide a briefing on the new 
building. She will be available for interviews and questions, and will provide a glimpse of the 
warehouse space of Hunger Task Force’s new headquarters. 

 
Hunger Task Force is Milwaukee’s Free & Local food bank and Wisconsin’s anti-hunger leader. The organization 
provides healthy and nutritious food to hungry children, families and seniors in the community absolutely free of charge. 
Hunger Task Force was founded in 1974 by a local advocacy group who then formed Milwaukee’s first food bank. 
Today, Hunger Task Force is 100% supported by the community and provides a safety net of emergency food with 
dignity to a network of 75 food pantries, soup kitchens and homeless shelters. Through legislative analysis, education 
and community organizing, Hunger Task Force continues to advocate for anti-hunger policy at the local, state and 
federal level. For more information, visit HungerTaskForce.org. 
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