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Rep. Taylor Applauds Gov. Evers’ Response to Wisconsin National Guard’s 
Mishandling of Sexual Assault 

Governor secures Dunbar resignation & issues executive order 
 for independent oversight  

 
MADISON – Today, after the release of findings from a seven-month federal investigation into the 
Wisconsin National Guard’s mishandling of sexual assault cases, Governor Tony Evers asked for and 
received Adjutant General Donald Dunbar’s resignation as chief of the Guard. Governor Evers also issued 
Executive Order #62 establishing an office of ombudsman to monitor future investigations of sexual 
assault for legal compliance and to regularly report to the Governor’s office. 
 
The findings were compiled in a report by the National Guard Bureau’s Office of Complex Investigations, 
which Gov. Evers has released to the public and can be found here.  The report detailed that the 
Wisconsin National Guard operated with almost no formal oversight in its handling of sexual assault 
allegations. State investigators were not properly trained, and they consistently failed to follow federal 
protocols. 
 
In response, Rep. Taylor issued the following statement: 
 
“A federal investigation found that the Wisconsin National Guard demonstrated gross incompetence in 
dealing with sexual assault over the last several years. It is absolutely appalling that perpetrators have 
been able to commit heinous acts of sexual violence with little to no consequences. This is why sexual 
assault continues to be an issue in our military and society. Our men and women who serve should be 
afforded the opportunity to work in an environment free from sexual assault, harassment, and retaliation. 
No survivor should be silenced, ignored or denied justice. 
 
“I am grateful for the brave whistleblower, Master Sgt. Jay Ellis who came forward to expose this situation 
and suffered personal retaliatory consequences as a result. Without his bravery, the failure of the 
Wisconsin National Guard leadership to address sexual assault and harassment may have never become 
public. 
 
“I am also grateful that U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin responded to the serious allegations of the 
whistleblower to demand a full investigation of the handling of sexual assault by the Wisconsin National 
Guard. 
 
“And I am grateful that we have a governor who treats sexual assault with the seriousness it deserves. In 
taking aggressive actions, including the resignation of Adjutant General Donald Dunbar, Gov. Evers is 
standing with the survivors of sexual assault and harassment in demanding proactive change and 
independent oversight, which the previous administration failed to do. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/8moef9gqkciq89b/WI%20Assessment%20Release%209%20Dec%2019_Redacted.pdf?dl=0


 
“Finally, I am proud of the brave survivors who continue to come forward and tell their stories.  Their 
courage has helped move us toward a state where every person is able to work in an environment free of 
sexual assault and harassment.  I am so sorry for their suffering, but so grateful for their voices.”  
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