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City of Racine Winter Parking Rules Moved Back To 2am – 6am 
Drafting error and lack of agenda placement nullifies ordinance change 

  
City of Racine – In the 2021 budget, the Department of Public Works proposed changing the winter parking restriction 
ordinance to move restrictions from 2am - 6am to 2am - 2pm for snow emergencies. In a tough budget year, the one 
change was estimated to save the City about $60,000 in overtime costs, and would allow DPW drivers, who sometimes 
work 12 to 18 hour shifts, the ability to get some sleep before continuing snow and ice operations during the day on a 
regular shift. 
  
Because of the budget impact, the ordinance change was included as part of the budget process. After the budget’s 
adoption, the ordinance change was publicized to go into effect starting December 1st.  
 
“Starting December 1st we immediately got calls from residents about the restrictions - asking why they were in place 
every single day, not just during snow emergencies. It was not my intent to have that be the case. I believed we were 
only implementing this during snow and ice operations or snow emergencies, however, the ordinance was not drafted 
to reflect that,” stated Mayor Cory Mason. 
  
Mason continued, “I did ask the City Attorney to draft a repeal of the changes and intended to bring that before Council 
next week. However, the City Attorney noticed that the ordinance change was mistakenly never attached to a Council 
agenda, meaning that the Council never actually voted to enact the ordinance change. Therefore, the changes are not in 
effect and the current ordinance in place still reflects the winter parking restriction from 2am-6am – the same as 
previous years.”    
  
Winter parking restrictions will only be enforced during the proper 2am – 6am time period moving forward, and the City, 
to avoid any further confusion will not look to change those restrictions for at least the remainder of winter season. 
 

### 
 
About the City of Racine  
With a population of 78,000, Racine, Wisconsin is the fifth largest municipality in the state of Wisconsin.  It is home to 
manufacturing businesses that enjoy world-wide reputations, SC Johnson, CNH Industrial, Twin Disc, Modine, and In-
Sink-Erator among them.  Racine is also home to diverse cultures, a thriving downtown, and world-class beaches along 
the shores of Lake Michigan.    


