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Climate Change Task Force recommendations provide bipartisan path 

forward on climate policy 

Proposals are critical for protecting health, property and job creation 

  
MADISON, WI — Clean Wisconsin praises the Governor’s Task Force on Climate Change for 

the recommendations unveiled on Wednesday. 

  

“The final report from the Climate Change Task Force is a robust and comprehensive game plan 

for the state to not only reduce carbon emissions, but stimulate our economy, protect public 

health, and create jobs,” said Amber Meyer Smith, vice president of programs and government 

relations for Clean Wisconsin. “As a member of the Task Force, I’m proud of this report.” 

  

The report outlines a wide range of actions the state legislature, governor, and state agencies 

can take to tackle climate change. Key recommendations include increased funding and 

expanded incentives for the state’s energy efficiency program, Focus on Energy; creating an 

Office of Environmental Justice; using Wisconsin’s agricultural and forest lands to store more 

carbon, increasing renewable energy access, ; and supporting public transportation and electric 

vehicles.. 

  

“We thank Gov. Evers for convening this task force, because the moment couldn’t be more 

urgent to tackle climate change,” said Smith. “Wisconsinites want climate action, and we look 

forward to working with the Governor, legislature and state agencies to move forward with 

these recommendations.” 

  

The report also centers environmental justice in its proposals in an effort to ensure the 

recommendations help Wisconsin’s most vulnerable communities, and to avoid unintended 

negative impacts on these communities through the implementation of the recommendations. 

  

mailto:asmith@cleanwisconsin.org


“Tackling climate change means that we need to understand the needs and experiences of all of 

Wisconsin’s communities, and we need to ensure these policy recommendations serve 

everyone,” said Smith. “We applaud Lt. Gov. Barnes for his leadership in ensuring climate 

justice is centered in these recommendations.” 

  

The task force convened a number of virtual public listening sessions in 2020. Over 1,000 

Wisconsin residents from nearly every county in the state commented as part of the process, 

pointing to public support for a statewide effort to tackle climate change. 

  

While a number of the recommendations can be achieved through Executive Order and agency 

rulemaking, others require legislation. 

  

“This process brought a wide range of stakeholders across political and ideological lines 

together to find common ground on how we can move forward on climate policy in Wisconsin. 

Now, it’s time for decision-makers to take the next steps and enact these recommendations.. 

This document represents a consensus among stakeholders and residents, and the message is 

clear: it’s time to boldly tackle climate change.” 
 


