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1000 Friends of Wisconsin Commends Climate Recommendations but finds Room for Improvement 

 Governor’s Task Force on Climate Change recommends many proactive policies, but a few key items are 

missing to complete the picture 

 

Madison, WI – 1000 Friends of Wisconsin today praised the Governor’s Task Force on Climate Change 

for its bold land use and transportation recommendations that would create a cleaner and more 

equitable Wisconsin.  

To reduce transportation emissions, the report recommends more investment in walking, biking, and 

electric vehicle infrastructure. The report also supports additional funding for public transit and high-

speed passenger rail. Investment in these modes of travel will create a more sustainable and equitable 

Wisconsin. The report stops short of naming regional transit authorities (RTAs) as a solution, which 

would help solve many of our current transportation issues. 

1000 Friends was happy to see the role of reducing vehicle miles traveled (VMT) explicitly mentioned 

and commends the recommendation to have WisDOT undertake carbon emission and environmental 

justice impact analysis on all major transportation projects. If Wisconsin is going to address its 

transportation emissions in a comprehensive manner it will have to evaluate a project’s impact on VMT, 

emissions, and racial justice.  

We are also excited to see that land use recommendations were addressed. Urban forestry received 

attention in the report, specifically the recommendation to raise funds for the Urban Forestry Grants 

Program at WDNR. As Wisconsin experiences more rain and flooding as a result of climate change, it is 

important that we start planning for a new normal. 1000 Friends supports the recommendations to 

create a statewide resilience plan, especially a plan connected to local watersheds.  

While those are important recommendations, land conservation and preservation is another crucial tool 

in combating climate change – 1000 Friends was disappointed to not see a specific mention about 

reauthorizing the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program for another 10 years. We hope the 



administration takes a close look at renewal in the 2021-23 budget despite its omission from the Task 

Force’s report.  

“The recommendations coming out of this report are a good first step toward creating a more 

sustainable and equitable Wisconsin,” said Deb Nemeth, executive director for 1000 Friends of 

Wisconsin. “We applaud the focus on public transit, walking, and biking infrastructure and we are 

pleased to see support for urban forestry. However, there are many barriers to making Wisconsin safer, 

cleaner, and more equitable. If the Governor continues to pursue Interstate-94’s expansion in 

Milwaukee, it will run counter to goals and aspirations of their own report. Additionally, Wisconsin 

needs to reauthorize the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program if we want to build a more sustainable, 

less carbon-intensive state for future generations.” 
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