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UW-Platteville to host senior design open house 
 

 

PLATTEVILLE, Wis. – On Wednesday, Dec. 20, the University of Wisconsin-

Platteville will host its Mechanical and Industrial Engineering Senior Design Open 

House in the Markee Pioneer Student Center. The event will feature 23 senior 

design teams presenting their final projects, exhibiting mechanical and industrial 

solutions to challenges posed by regional industries, government agencies, 

university faculty and local citizens. 

 

All semester, students in UW-Platteville’s engineering senior design courses 

have tackled team-based, community or industry sponsored projects ranging 

from the creation of cold brew coffee makers to mechatronic goose necks for 

decoys. From discovering the initial problem to designing and building a working 

prototype, students participate in hands-on learning throughout the project. At the 

open house, these teams will present their research, work and prototypes to their 

industry sponsors as well as other faculty, staff and students. 

 

“Though the open house, senior design students have the opportunity to present 

their work to a varied audience and learn how to adjust their presentation,” Dr. 

Jessica P.M. Fick, associate professor of mechanical engineering at UW-

Platteville, said. “As engineers, we get used to presenting information to fellow 

engineers, but in our careers, we have to know how to communicate to people 

with all different backgrounds including management, sales and customers.” 

 

Since its implementation last fall, the senior design open house has grown 

drastically. What started as a small presentation for mechanical engineering 

students has turned into an open house featuring mechanical and industrial 

engineering projects, with engineering physics and sustainable and renewable 



 

 

energy systems joining the mix next spring. This will allow even more faculty, 

staff, students and community members to see the quality projects that UW-

Platteville engineering students can create. 

 

“Younger students get to see some of the projects they might be working on in 

the future or just appreciate what the different engineering disciplines typically 

work on,” Fick said. “Students from other colleges or departments should find 

something that relates to them or their hobbies and be able to learn more. It’s a 

great ‘side effect’ of opening the presentations to the public.” 

 

This semester’s senior design sponsors include Extreme Engineering Solutions, 

IMEG Corporation, A.Y. McDonald Manufacturing, WiSys, Seats Inc., GEA, 

Pierce Manufacturing, Spectrum Brands, John Deere, United States Geological 

Survey, Baker Casting, S&S Cycle, Higdon Outdoor, Georgia Pacific, Emmi Roth 

USA, Frito-Lay, Rockwell Automation, Rite-Hite and UW-Platteville through 

PACCE funding. 

 

“We are fortunate to have a great variety of projects and sponsors to work with 

that allow the students to find something they are passionate about,” Fick said. 

“We look forward to showcasing the work of our students to the industry and 

community sponsors as well as other faculty, staff and students at UW-

Platteville.” 

 

Presentations will take place in Platteville East, West and University South in the 

student center from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. In addition, senior design posters from all of 

EMS will be on display in Heritage Hall.  All faculty, staff and students are invited 

to attend. For more information, contact John Fick, EMS project coordinator, at 

fickj@uwplatt.edu or 608-342-7528.  
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