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iMarch for Immigration: Wisconsin Agricultural and Civic Leaders Host 
Media Call to Highlight the Economic Power of Immigrants in Wisconsin 

and Call on Congress to Act Now, Beginning with Dreamers 
 

The Media Call included the participation of local leaders and marked the beginning of 
the iMarch for Immigration Campaign with Offline and Online Events in all 50 States 
 
MADISON, WI — Today, Agricultural and Civic Leaders hosted a media call with to 
display united support for immigrants. The event marked the launch of the iMarch for 
Immigration Campaign, a national day of action with online and offline events in all 50 
states. In Wisconsin, the group called on Wisconsin’s Congressional Delegation to take 
action protecting Dreamers as a first step to addressing the longstanding economic 
hurdles that reside within our outdated immigration system. 
 
“As we see dairy production continue to rise, farmers are facing a major workforce 
shortage.  Our farms and plants simply cannot find people who are willing to fill these 
often physically demanding positions.  What we have found is that many of our best 
workers are immigrants,” said John Holevoet, Director of Government Affairs at 
Edge Dairy Farmer Cooperative. “If we want to sustain the growth that we have 
seen over the last decade, the dairy community needs immigrants.  I am hopeful that if 
Congress can act on finding a solution to keep DREAMers in the country, they can 
continue to make reforms that will allow farmers in Wisconsin and throughout the 
Midwest to have a stable and sustainable workforce. 
 
“Every day I see the negative impacts that our outdated immigration system 
has throughout the country and in Wisconsin.  We now have an opportunity to address 
this issue by coming together and highlighting the contributions of immigrants, and 
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specifically the young DREAMers that are working and studying in our country,” said 
Laureen Anderson-Stepanek, Immigration Attorney at Katsivalis & 
Anderson Law, LLC. “We encourage our leaders to find a solution for these young 
people before the new year and use it as a catalyst to make comprehensive reforms to 
the broken system.” 
 
The iMarch campaign includes a nationwide virtual march for immigration reform, and 
has the backing of numerous leaders in the business, agriculture, education, tech, and 
faith sectors, state and local elected officials, and top voices from both sides of the 
political spectrum. The campaign is launching as Congress negotiates a much-needed 
solution for DACA recipients. 
 
You can view iMarch activity online at iMarch.us, which will be updated throughout 
the day with highlights from industries and perspectives across the country. 
 
“Wisconsin is home to more than 300,000 immigrants who are contributing to our 
communities in a myriad of positive ways.  As our state has experienced slow population 
growth, immigrants are helping to address some of the challenges we face,” added 
Stephen Berman, Immigration Attorney at Immigration Attorneys LLP. 
“Turning our back on these members of our community would be devastating.  We must 
acknowledge the vital role they play in our state and call on Congress to make 
immigration reforms, starting with a solution for DREAMers.” 
 
As part of the effort, NAE’s comprehensive data on immigrants in Wisconsin’s 
economy and the effect of the DACA-eligible population in the state were cited as 
key reasons for Congress to take action. In Wisconsin alone, the positive economic 
impact of DACA-eligible recipients can be easily seen: 
 

● There are as many as 10,561 DACA-eligible recipients in the state 
● Despite the rhetoric claiming undocumented youths are a drain on the Wisconsin 

economy, 92.2 percent of the DACA-eligible population who are at least 16 years 
old are employed 

● Wisconsin’s DACA-eligible population earns more than $128 million in total 
income annually.  

● Wisconsin’s DACA-eligible population contributes more than $17 million in total 
taxes annually, $10 million of which goes to state and local tax revenue in 
Wisconsin  

At large, immigrants have substantial impact on the local economy: 
 

• Immigrants in Wisconsin pay $2.6 billion in taxes every year 
• Immigrant-owned businesses in Wisconsin employ 57,953 people 
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• 50 percent of Fortune 500 companies in Wisconsin were founded by immigrants 
or their children 

 
“The opportunity before us to support the immigrants in our state, and across the 
nation, is an opportunity to support our economy. With over 10,000 DACA eligible 
individuals who call Wisconsin home, our economy is largely boosted by their 
contributions. We cannot turn our backs to the opportunity to come together and 
support this necessary step forward in immigration reform,” added Stuart 
Gilgannon, Immigration Attorney at Gilgannon Law, LLC. 
 
For more information on the iMarch Campaign visit iMarch.us.  
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About New American Economy 

 
New American Economy (NAE) brings together more than 500 Republican, 
Democratic and Independent mayors and business leaders who support immigration 
reforms that will help create jobs for Americans today. Coalition members include 
mayors of more than 35 million people nationwide and business leaders of companies 
that generate more than $1.5 trillion and employ more than 4 million people across all 
sectors of the economy, from Agriculture to Aerospace, Hospitality to High Tech and 
Media to Manufacturing. Learn more at www.NewAmericanEconomy.org 
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