
	  
 

                                  Wisconsin Brewers Guild 
    P.O. Box 45961 Madison, WI  53744  (608) 441-1992  www.wibrewersguild.com 

 
Contact: 
MARK GARTHWAITE 
mark@wibrewersguild.com 
608-441-1992 
 
Wisconsin’s Small and Independent Craft Brewers Face Tax Increase if Rate Expires on Dec. 31 
 
Madison, WI • Dec. 5, 2019 –  In less than 30 days, the recalibrated Federal Excise Tax (FET) rate for 
200 small and independent breweries in Wisconsin will expire. These small businesses are calling on 
Congress to prioritize and pass the Craft Beverage Modernization and Tax Reform Act or extend the 
current excise tax rates before Dec. 31. 
 
“Since enactment of the recalibrated Federal excise tax rates in 2017, Wisconsin’s small and independent 
craft brewers have been able to invest additional capital into expansion of their operations and create more 
brewing jobs.” said Mark Garthwaite, Executive Director of Wisconsin Brewers Guild. “Wisconsin is also 
home to many of the equipment and ingredient suppliers that are utilized by over 7,500 craft breweries 
nationwide so the impact of doubling their Federal excise tax rates would be a significant blow to the $2 
billion economic impact that craft breweries have in our state. Our brewing history and traditions in 
Wisconsin are very strong but not immune to challenges faced by entrepreneurs driving innovation in an 
evolving industry. Making the current rates permanent will provide the economic certainty that will 
encourage small and independent  brewers to more confidently invest in their businesses, expand 
employment, and provide family supporting wages.” 
 
In addition to standard business and payroll taxes, all brewers are required to pay an additional federal 
excise tax. Unlike some other tax policies that expire and are retroactively addressed, the rate increase on 
brewers would be immediately imposed if the current FET rates are not made permanent or extended 
before December 31. The Craft Beverage Modernization and Tax Reform Act, introduced by Wisconsin 
Representative Ron Kind, has broad bipartisan support from 324 cosponsors in the House of 
Representatives and 74 Senators.  
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About Wisconsin Brewers Guild 
 
Wisconsin Brewers Guild is the not-for-profit trade association dedicated to providing support for the 
independent craft breweries of Wisconsin. 
 
 
 


