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Advancing a Healthier Wisconsin Endowment Announces $1.59 million in Awards  

to Advance Community Health Efforts Across Wisconsin 

Funding brings AHW’s support of health research and community health improvement projects statewide  

to more than $263 million since 2004 

 

Milwaukee, Dec. 4, 2019 – The Advancing a Healthier Wisconsin Endowment (AHW) has announced its 

2019 Policy and Systems Changes for Improved Health funding awards, with more than $1.59 million 

being awarded to four projects aimed at improving health outcomes in Wisconsin.  

 

“At the Advancing a Healthier Wisconsin Endowment, we are working every day to make positive health 

outcomes possible for Wisconsin residents,” said Jesse M. Ehrenfeld, MD, MPH, director of the 

Advancing a Healthier Wisconsin Endowment. “We look forward to supporting these partners in 

addressing critical health needs in their communities as part of our mission to make Wisconsin the 

healthiest state in the nation.”   

 

AHW’s investments through this innovative funding opportunity will support community-led partnerships 

in establishing new systems – or positively impacting existing systems – to address the root causes of 

poor health outcomes.  

 

“Every day, we are surrounded by a variety of systems that influence our individual choices and the 

health outcomes in our lives,” added Dr. Ehrenfeld. “To create long-term, positive impacts on the health 

of entire populations, we must change how these systems function or relate to each other. This work can 

make healthy choices practical and available, especially to those most impacted by poor health 

outcomes.”  

 

The following projects will begin their work in January 2020:  

 

Douglas County | Douglas County Coordinated Community Response for Behavioral 

Health Crisis ($475,347) 

Through a $475,347 award, a coalition of partners led by North Country Independent Living will 

facilitate transformational changes to Douglas County’s behavioral health system, creating a 

localized and sustainable framework for crisis response in a region where the lack of coordinated 

resources has resulted in a critical need for services.    

 

Milwaukee | Healthcare Collaborative Against Sex Trafficking ($399,618)  

This $399,618 award to Convergence Resource Center will support a partnership of health care 

organizations and community service agencies in improving the quality of supportive resources 

available to adult victims of sex trafficking to improve the health and wellbeing of a population 

with complex health and social service needs.    

 

Milwaukee | Integrated Public Health Nursing Training & Internship Program ($400,000) 

Through a $400,000 award, the Milwaukee Area Health Education Center will partner with key 

agencies to transform nursing education, creating an integrated public health nurse training 

program that will provide nursing students with exposure to and experience in public health to 

advance the future public health workforce. 



 

Fox Valley | Project Zero: Every One Matters ($316,760) 

This $316,760 award to the Winnebago County Health Department and the NEW Mental Health 

Connection will aim to stem a crisis, improving the ability of the health care systems beyond 

psychiatry, as well as non-clinical systems such as workplaces to support individuals in crisis and 

prevent suicide in a region where suicide rates have increased 66% over the last decade.  

 
For more information about AHW, visit ahwendowment.org.  

 

### 

About AHW:  

The Advancing a Healthier Wisconsin Endowment (AHW) is a statewide health improvement 

philanthropy established by the Medical College of Wisconsin to serve as a resource for health 

improvement efforts across Wisconsin. Created through a generous gift from Blue Cross & Blue Shield 

United of Wisconsin, AHW has invested more than $260 million in over 450 biomedical research, 

community health, and health care and public health workforce development initiatives since 2004, 

helping partners statewide build a healthier Wisconsin today, and for generations to come.  

 

About the Medical College of Wisconsin: 

With a history dating back to 1893, The Medical College of Wisconsin is dedicated to leadership and 

excellence in education, patient care, research and community engagement. More than 1,400 students are 

enrolled in MCW’s medical school and graduate school programs in Milwaukee, Green Bay, and Central 

Wisconsin. MCW’s School of Pharmacy opened in 2017. A major national research center, MCW is the 

largest research institution in the Milwaukee metro area and second largest in Wisconsin. In the last ten 

years, faculty received more than $1.5 billion in external support for research, teaching, training and 

related purposes. This total includes highly competitive research and training awards from the National 

Institutes of Health (NIH). Annually, MCW faculty direct or collaborate on more than 3,100 research 

studies, including clinical trials. Additionally, more than 1,600 physicians provide care in virtually every 

specialty of medicine for more than $2.8 million patients annually. 

 

 


