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DNR Restrictions Threaten Wisconsin Wildlife 
MADISON - Dane County Humane Society (DCHS) is asking for the public’s support in ending Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) restrictions preventing wildlife rehabilitators from helping certain 

species of animals, such as badgers, bats and mink.  

“Under current emergency restrictions, the DNR is tying wildlife rehabilitators’ hands, preventing them from 

using their expertise to help sick, injured and orphaned wildlife,” Evan Hafenbreadl, DCHS Public Relations 

Coordinator said. “The DNR says the restrictions are intended to prevent the spread of COVID, yet wildlife 

rehabilitators are trained specifically to help prevent the spread of disease among wild animals and between 

humans and animals in their care.” 

While some species within the ban aren't threatened, there is wildlife that will be severely impacted. For 

example, cave bats are already under significant threat due to the spread of White-Nose Syndrome (WNS), 

and bat populations are declining. With all four species of Wisconsin cave bats included on the state 

threatened species list, preventing wildlife rehabilitators from caring for these animals only increases fear for 

their survival. Additionally, there is significant concern that well-meaning members of the public may attempt 

to help these animals if they have nowhere else to turn. A licensed wildlife rehabilitator is better equipped to 

provide proper care for these animals, including housing patients in isolation, wearing specialized equipment, 

and following strict quarantine protocols. 

Hafenbreadl continued, “We’re asking for the public to contact the Wisconsin DNR to request that they 

remove these restrictions. Please let the DNR know that you have full faith in our professional wildlife 

rehabilitators’ ability to prevent the spread of disease. It’s time we get back to work helping badgers in the 

badger state.” 

Anyone from the public interested in contacting the DNR regarding their restrictions can email Tami Ryan, 

Wildlife Health Section Chief Bureau of Wildlife Management, at tamara.ryan@wisconsin.gov . Attached is 

DCHS’s opinion statement outlining their ability to mitigate the spread of disease, along with the unintended 

consequences of the DNR’s restrictions. 

### 

About Dane County Humane Society 



Dane County Humane Society is a private, non-profit, community-supported organization and is not affiliated 

with any government agency or national animal welfare organization. DCHS provides compassion and care to 

thousands of pets, livestock and wildlife a year. DCHS has an adoption guarantee, meaning all healthy or 

treatable animals can stay at DCHS as long as it takes to find a loving home 


