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Disability Rights Wisconsin Concerned Law Creates  

New School to Prison Pipeline 

Madison, WI- Disability Rights Wisconsin is discouraged with the recent introduction of AB 693 

or the “Teacher Protection Act,” which will disproportionally subject students with disabilities to 

additional suspensions and contact with law enforcement.  All students and staff in schools 

should be able to learn and work in a safe environment. AB 693, while designed to protect 

teachers against violence by students, does not add needed supports and services to protect the 

safety of all students and staff in schools. Instead, the bill will punish students with disabilities 

for behaviors that are often a direct result of their disability and will increase the divide between 

schools and families when supporting students with disabilities.  

 

“A large focus of our work in schools is on exclusionary practices resulting in suspension for 

students with disabilities. We represent families every year whose children with disabilities are 

involved in incidents related to their disabilities at school and face suspension, expulsion, and 

police contact at high rates,” said Lead Advocate Sally Flaschberger. Students with disabilities in 

Wisconsin schools are already three times more likely to be suspended for their disability-related 

behaviors than their peers.    

 

The “Teacher Protection Act” would erode protections for students with disabilities and create a 

new pipeline for students in Wisconsin to enter the juvenile justice system. Our state’s juvenile 

justice system is already overrepresented with youth with disabilities and third in the nation for 

schools referring students with disabilities to law enforcement, according to a 2015 report by the 

Center for Public Integrity.    

 

The Governor and state legislature have failed to increase funding for special education aid for 

almost a decade. Because special education funding has remained flat, school districts are forced 

to make tough choices on how to provide appropriate levels of support to students with 

disabilities. “The inability of schools to meet the needs of students with disabilities and follow-

through on agreed-upon behavioral intervention plans creates unsafe situations for both students 

and staff. Insufficient funding for special educational services directly affects a school's ability to 

meet these needs,” stated Daniel Idzikowski, Executive Director. 

 

Families often struggle to get needed services for their children with disabilities. This law will 

create a greater imbalance for families trying to protect the rights of their more than 116,000 

children with disabilities in the school system. DRW is charged with protecting the rights of 

students with disabilities in our public schools and calls upon legislators to oppose AB 693. 

Disability Rights Wisconsin is the federally mandated Protection and Advocacy system for the 

State of Wisconsin. 
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