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Wisconsin Sustainable Business Council’s Virtual Conference Will Focus on a 
Return to the Basics to Build a Sustainable Future 
 
Milwaukee, Wis. – The Wisconsin Sustainable Business Council (WSBC) will hold its annual 
conference on Dec. 8 and 9. The event will be virtual.  
 
The conference provides an opportunity for business leaders to learn, share and explore 
current trends around sustainability and explore how businesses have been pivoting during the 
COVID-19 pandemic to manage current events. 
 
“COVID-19 has disrupted the world—our business models, our supply chains, our workforces, 
and the resilience of our businesses,” WSBC Managing Director Jessy Servi Ortiz said. “The 
challenges faced in 2020 have garnered an increased awareness that our systems need review 
and modification.  Sustainability can be the catalyst to achieving economic recovery while 
making a positive impact on our people and planet.” 
 
Barbara Tormaschy, vice president and treasurer of Madison-based Alliant Energy, will deliver 
the keynote address on the conference’s opening day. A focus on sustainability in engrained in 
Alliant Energy’s operations. 

As part of its Clean Energy transition, Alliant Energy is focusing on a cleaner energy mix and 
expanding cost-effective renewable resources while implementing alternative energy 
resources. In 2020, Alliant achieved its goal of having 30 percent of its energy mix come from 
carbon-free renewable resources, ten years earlier than planned.  
 
The keynote address on the second day will come from Bob Willard. A resident of the Toronto 
area, Willard spent more than three decades at IBM Canada Ltd. in a variety of professional and 
management positions.  
 
After retiring from IBM, Willard became a guru of sorts on corporate sustainability. He has 
authored six books, beginning with The Sustainability Advantage in 2002 and has delivered  
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more than 1,300 speeches. Willard’s work focuses on convincing businesses that it’s in their 
self-interest to expand their sustainability efforts. 
 
Bringing regional sustainability leaders together, the premiere business-to-business event will 
explore how businesses have been adjusting their models. Through four different tracks, the 
conference will offer the case for sustainability at this moment in time, how companies can 
better take care of their people, and how to become a better influencer to drive sustainable 
change within an organization. 
 
To view the WSBC’s conference agenda, visit https://connect.wsbcweb.com/agenda/ 
 
 
ABOUT WISCONSIN SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS COUNCIL 
 
WSBC’s mission is to advance sustainable principles and practices through the power of 
business. WSBC supports businesses and sustainability professionals through an array of 
programming, education, resources and tools and is a catalyst for businesses looking to 
integrate sustainability into the fabric of their organizations. WSBC is an affiliate of the 
Wisconsin Manufacturing Extension Partnership. For more information, visit 
www.wisconsinsustainability.com 
 
 
ABOUT THE WISCONSIN MANUFACTURING EXTENSION PARTNERSHIP 
 
The WMEP is a private, nonprofit organization committed to the growth and success of 
Wisconsin manufacturers. The WMEP receives financial support from the Wisconsin Economic 
Development Corporation and the NIST Hollings Manufacturing Extension Partnership as a 
subrecipient of the Wisconsin Center for Manufacturing and Productivity. The WMEP also 
partners with many public and private organizations to serve Wisconsin manufacturers. For 
more information, visit www.wmep.org 
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