
  

Wisconsin Small Business Continue to Struggle During 
Pandemic, Need Support 

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CONTACT: Bill G. Smith, NFIB State Director in Wisconsin, 608-516--9872 or bill.smith@nfib.org or 
Emily Carlson, Senior Media Manager, 907-891-4331 or emily.helland@nfib.org  
  

  
  

MADISON (Nov. 23, 2020)—Small Business Saturday falls on November 28 this year, during one of the 
most difficult years ever for many locally owned businesses across Wisconsin. That’s especially true for 
restaurants and retail shops. The National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB) is encouraging 
people to support small businesses in a variety of ways on Small Business Saturday and beyond. 
  
“While we should be supporting small business owners every day of the year, this year’s Small Business 
Saturday is a wonderful opportunity to support the small business owners here in Wisconsin hit the 
hardest from the pandemic,” said NFIB State Director in Wisconsin, Bill G. Smith. “According to a recent 
NFIB survey, the retail and services industry continue to struggle the most, as they rely heavily on 
person-to-person interactions. Now, more than ever, it is important for Wisconsin communities to 
support their local small business owners, who have been supporting them by providing jobs and giving 
back to their communities. Let’s help our small business owners here in Wisconsin survive this stressful 
holiday season.” 
  

NFIB has conducted a series of surveys on the impact COVID-19 has had on small businesses. 
The latest survey highlighted that 75% of small businesses would apply or consider applying for 
a second round of Paycheck Protection Program funding, showing that small businesses are still 
balancing the everyday needs of their business and the COVID-19 pandemic.  
  
If people prefer not to go out shopping this season, many small businesses offer their products online as 
well as home delivery or curbside pickup. A small business owner is much more likely to be available by 
phone if customers have questions. Showing support for local businesses on Small Business Saturday 
and throughout 2021 will help business owners get past the recent economic downturn. That will help 
keep communities vibrant. 
  
Small Business Saturday has been held the weekend after Thanksgiving since it was created eleven years 
ago by American Express following the 2009 recession. The idea was if consumers could be encouraged 
to “shop small” and support local businesses it would lead back to a healthy economy. The event has 
gained in popularity and last year, sales on Small Business Saturday reached a record $9.6 billion, 
according to the Small Business Saturday Consumer Insights Survey conducted by American Express and 
NFIB.  Research commissioned by American Express shows that each dollar spent creates another 50 
cents of local business activity as a result of employee spending and a business purchasing local goods. 
  

mailto:bill.smith@nfib.org
mailto:emily.helland@nfib.org
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUTjrsjaseWsLt5hCrFv1x5jPPuzTRKAOGagMiBpt7esKNOjQ-2B1TkTw8OCh21-2FLrU1AglLe7wdQ7wNAZfbD4NNuoVONo6FgZ67XML7X-2Bpflw3kJ5KFLm7cQGcW3NJkq3NTQ-3D-3Dej2B_LxdeHEbI0hfBz5T95jcTYesrq-2B55Rc-2Fo-2F2CvCklxY5tbSJ1vd7gweqo4sXWVX-2FULvsmv3vsnahbFrADDppCcMvTMCkzOSw-2Bk5pH1aXAm4R0-2B3P-2B1k9jNkDUO6Pl5yw0Drc9mohabjdu0rWz1j1tY2UTsdKwibIEnJqDy4vnrfiQNNVip5acWKjZruwjOdj-2F-2BsSK6Dhi-2FgLYv3UpxSPICkykREckvbqolFPnpCKo2RqTsOtiMlCx8BzT5Yi1vlYlyv4yHydDqzqPgSAAX8rd9VlEwukumYTJPsXh9y56R6-2BLvKG-2FX2UjdTp857nlAnpgQ0BNlR-2F7tN8cIiwe2WZwzHjjrl7cPVruYBN1UT4EQiPI-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUTjrsjaseWsLt5hCrFv1x5jPPuzTRKAOGagMiBpt7esKNOjQ-2B1TkTw8OCh21-2FLrU1AglLe7wdQ7wNAZfbD4NNuoVONo6FgZ67XML7X-2Bpflw3kJ5KFLm7cQGcW3NJkq3NTQ-3D-3Dej2B_LxdeHEbI0hfBz5T95jcTYesrq-2B55Rc-2Fo-2F2CvCklxY5tbSJ1vd7gweqo4sXWVX-2FULvsmv3vsnahbFrADDppCcMvTMCkzOSw-2Bk5pH1aXAm4R0-2B3P-2B1k9jNkDUO6Pl5yw0Drc9mohabjdu0rWz1j1tY2UTsdKwibIEnJqDy4vnrfiQNNVip5acWKjZruwjOdj-2F-2BsSK6Dhi-2FgLYv3UpxSPICkykREckvbqolFPnpCKo2RqTsOtiMlCx8BzT5Yi1vlYlyv4yHydDqzqPgSAAX8rd9VlEwukumYTJPsXh9y56R6-2BLvKG-2FX2UjdTp857nlAnpgQ0BNlR-2F7tN8cIiwe2WZwzHjjrl7cPVruYBN1UT4EQiPI-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUTjrsjaseWsLt5hCrFv1x5jPPuzTRKAOGagMiBpt7esKEmqdo3r8aOcjXTS75C0K62zI3RYjJrWnZk3G7484BACdcD1QD-2FQD9gbEjyPa0NbxDp3tNAzK1BgsodHSTMtD1JPsXjSkyJmLFzknU-2B2cSRbcTCPfHtB7XWV0xsTzCsJh-2FynkWL7o1oBXS1VjMXijLA-3D-3DzGsj_LxdeHEbI0hfBz5T95jcTYesrq-2B55Rc-2Fo-2F2CvCklxY5tbSJ1vd7gweqo4sXWVX-2FULvsmv3vsnahbFrADDppCcMvTMCkzOSw-2Bk5pH1aXAm4R0-2B3P-2B1k9jNkDUO6Pl5yw0Drc9mohabjdu0rWz1j1tY2UTsdKwibIEnJqDy4vnrfiQNNVip5acWKjZruwjOdj-2F-2BsSK6Dhi-2FgLYv3UpxSPICk1w5L7RAtkPbOVogm6K42MDdd0GGBaBhgilPMvF35-2BQEReeYnbHx492Npjdx7HrS-2FhqvZzk91CHltBdfgtV4KGpgx3-2FJDNEo6wh13Kep5IBfXQ9QfB8M9F-2Fm4XzJDxNT4xmn9f9Oe9bffUilIyI9ZhY-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUcjL6syb3BD8vV9yuEBfPPQNui0VvrRJu79r5R2APYhdw1kCnDlh3Iaddg0hN-2BRjPKTWiS00eEsIUJMYIKqRtlAMP0-2BMaetalb85k4GzllQ7zlQYIbn37vL29OQfcbqcwfgcwWiVjErNml8PqMgYfE8klRUudSirotMs2khISAZYQNY3_LxdeHEbI0hfBz5T95jcTYesrq-2B55Rc-2Fo-2F2CvCklxY5tbSJ1vd7gweqo4sXWVX-2FULvsmv3vsnahbFrADDppCcMvTMCkzOSw-2Bk5pH1aXAm4R0-2B3P-2B1k9jNkDUO6Pl5yw0Drc9mohabjdu0rWz1j1tY2UTsdKwibIEnJqDy4vnrfiQNNVip5acWKjZruwjOdj-2F-2BsSK6Dhi-2FgLYv3UpxSPICk-2BBL6ObozQMo8NXtml3Xy6dME5FsmSj9k1wsfuuO7j0QafvOR3TImKD-2BinZWfhn8-2FW2m1JpjL7QQyrM0ObwTcBNbEoTLq1kaC-2F4AkAuMzhfLvnLqyv8aDjlB8SLBws7aL4ycVXws1EW9GV16NOQRt5Y-3D


  

  

### 

  

For more than 75 years, NFIB has been advocating on behalf of America’s small and 
independent business owners, both in Washington, D.C., and in all 50 state capitals. NFIB is 
nonprofit, nonpartisan, and member-driven. Since our founding in 1943, NFIB has been 
exclusively dedicated to small and independent businesses, and remains so today. For more 
information, please visit nfib.com. 
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