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RIVERWAY BOARD CELEBRATES 30TH ANNIVERSARY 
 

MUSCODA.....The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board (LWSRB) celebrated the agency’s 30th anniversary at an 

event held on November 10th at the Vintage Brewery in Sauk City.  The roots of the unique and innovative Riverway 

law, fashioned through a bipartisan collaborative effort, were lauded by current and former governmental leaders.  

The Riverway was created in 1989 after several years of planning and contentious debate.  The project encompasses 

the final 92 miles of the Wisconsin River, beginning below the last dam on the river at Prairie du sac and extending to 

the confluence with the Mississippi River near Prairie du Chien.  Nearly 100,00 acres are included in the project 

boundary, which includes both private and public lands.  The law is considered a model of river protection that 

maintains a balance between aesthetic protection and protection of private property rights. 

 Former Governor Tommy Thompson served as the keynote speaker and addressed a crowd of 125 about the 

importance of working together in government to achieve positive results for the people of Wisconsin.  Thompson 

noted he and former State Representative Spencer Black “probably had more arguments than your average married 

couple” during the course of the time Thompson was in the Executive Branch and Black was in the Legislature. 

Thompson noted that he and Black would discuss issues, listen to each other, and sometimes “agree to disagree but 

not be disagreeable.”  The longest serving Governor in the history of Wisconsin also thanked Black and former State 

Senator Dale Schultz for their willingness to work together to craft legislation that has stood the test of time.  He also 

complimented LWSRB Executive Director Mark Cupp, who has served as the director of the agency since inception, 

for Cupp’s leadership, vision and tenacity in administering the “best river protection law in the United States of 

America” for the past three decades. 
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 Schultz and Black both spoke at the event.  Black noted it wasn’t all smiles and roses during negotiations 

leading up to the final Riverway proposal but that both sides of the political aisle came together to do something very 

significant in protecting the scenic beauty and natural resources of the Riverway for future generations.  Schultz spoke 

about the courage, wisdom and integrity of those who worked on the bill and who listened to people from all sides.  

He praised the good stewardship of the land by generations of property owners, which resulted in a river corridor 

worth protecting under the new law.  

 Former State Representative David Martin, also a former member of the Riverway Board, spoke about his 

years in the Legislature in the 1960’s when he served under Governors Gaylord Nelson and Warren Knowles.  

Martin, author of Wisconsin’s Wild Rivers Act (passed in 1965), related the legislation passed both houses of 

Legislature unanimously.  He lamented that the type of bipartisanship that existed years ago is no longer evidenced by 

contemporary politics at the state and federal levels.  Martin said the Riverway law is a shining example of the good 

works that can be accomplished when people listen to each and respect differing opinions. 

 State Senator Jon Erpenbach (D-27) presented Cupp with a Legislative citation that applauded the Riverway 

Board for 30 years of excellent administration of the law.  Erpenbach noted the significance of the Riverway to the 

area and the enhancement of quality of life it brings to local people as well as the tourism benefits from many people 

who come to view the eagles, fish the river, canoe and kayak, camp on sandbars and enjoy the small towns of the 

area. 

 Cupp then thanked the current and former Riverway Board members for their service.  He also recognized the 

cooperation and sacrifices of landowners along the Riverway who are responsible for the project’s success.  Cupp said 

initial fears that the new law would be onerous and a regulatory burden for landowners were laid to rest after people 

realized that the regulations had minimal impact on their daily lives.  Cupp continued the day’s bipartisan theme by 

thanking the many local officials, Department of Natural Resources professionals, volunteers, community supporters 

and landowners for their contributions to the success of the Riverway.  He concluded by saying “the world needs         
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more love and less hate, less vitriol and more compassion” and encouraged those in attendance to “extend a hand of 

kindness in order to make the world a better place.” 
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For further information, contact Mark E. Cupp, LWSRB Executive Director, at (608) 739-3188 or by cell phone at 
(608) 739-2179 or by e-mail at mark.cupp@wisconsin.gov.  
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