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WFU applauds ruling striking down gerrymandered legislative districts 
 

CHIPPEWA FALLS – In a decision on Monday that constitutes an enormous victory for democracy, a panel of Federal 

judges struck down Wisconsin’s legislative map as unconstitutional. The Court declared that Wisconsin’s gerrymandered 

legislative districts unfairly diluted the votes of over half of the state’s citizens, in violation of both the First Amendment 

and the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment. The state will now decide whether to appeal the case to the U.S. 

Supreme Court.   

 

Wisconsin Farmers Union (WFU) President Darin Von Ruden applauded the court’s ruling. “This Federal Court decision 

moves us a step closer to fair and competitive legislative districts, and a more responsive democracy,” Von Ruden said.  

 

A number of states, such as Iowa and Arizona, use a nonpartisan commission to draw legislative districts that are 

compact, contiguous, and respect county and municipal boundaries.  In Wisconsin, by contrast, the party in power draws 

the legislative districts after each 10-year census. Both Democrats and Republicans have used this process to draw the 

districts to their own political advantage. The result is districts that favor incumbents and lean heavily toward one party, 

rather than districts that are conducive to competitive races and moderate candidates. 

 

“Most Wisconsinites want members of the Legislature to work across party lines and achieve consensus. Unfortunately, 

the way that our legislative districts are drawn sets us up for extreme partisanship,” Von Ruden said. “There is something 

wrong with democracy when legislators are choosing their voters and not the other way around.”   

  

Previous challenges to partisan legislative redistricting maps have been unsuccessful because courts were unsure of how 

to quantify the level of unfairness in legislative maps.  The current Wisconsin case is groundbreaking because for the first 

time, plaintiffs challenging the maps have proposed a way to measure the number of wasted votes, dubbed the “efficiency 

gap,” in a legislative map. The more lopsided a district is, the greater the efficiency gap.  Plaintiffs argued that an overall 

efficiency gap of 7 percent or more results in uncompetitive legislative structure. Wisconsin’s electoral maps logged an 

efficiency gap of 11 to 13 percent in the 2012 elections, making Wisconsin’s maps the worst in the nation in terms of their 

inefficiency. 

  

This month’s election is a prime example of the need for non-partisan redistricting in Wisconsin. Thirty-eight of the 99 

state Assembly races featured candidates running without any opposition at all in the general election. On the state Senate 

side, most of the races were blowouts – only three of them were decided by less than 10 percentage points. 

  

“If we don’t change our current system of drawing legislative maps, many of Wisconsin’s voters will continue to be left 

without a meaningful choice to make at the polls,” Von Ruden said. “This lack of competition and choice across the state 

disenfranchises voters and is bad for democracy.” 

 

Wisconsin Farmers Union is a member-driven organization committed to enhancing the quality of life for family farmers, 

rural communities, and all people through educational opportunities, cooperative endeavors, and civic engagement. 

Learn more at www.wisconsinfarmersunion.com. Wisconsin Farmers Union is a member of Community Shares of 

Wisconsin. 
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