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John Rocco Calabrese Announces Launch of 2020 campaign  
for Wisconsin State Assembly, District 29 

 
*29 in the 29th* 

 
 
Menomonie, WI -- We’re all skeptical of politicians these days. We should be. We’ve been 
lied to and taken advantage of. We’ve been annoyed, disgusted and bored to sleep.  
I could tell you a thousand times over that I really care, that I’m not going to play the typical 
partisan games, that I’m going to work tirelessly for the people who’ve been ignored for so 
long, etc... But the only way to prove those things is with action. Today, I start a new mission 
to win the trust and inspire the people in Wisconsin’s Assembly District 29.  
 
To do a proper job, a representative of the people should consistently go to the people. That’s 
why I’m promising to hold at least 29 Town Hall meetings each year I am in office. 29 public 
gatherings all across the 29th district. Forums to share our ideas and continually shape our 
priorities. Politics has got to be a team sport. *29 in the 29th*. (To contrast, the current 
representative of the 29th has held zero since the 2018 election. Zero.)  
 
Maybe you’ve noticed that authentic, honest representation is rare. In Madison as in 
Washington DC, the consistent chorus of ‘Republican good Democrat bad!! Or ‘Democrat 
good, Republican bad!!’ is tiresome, divisive and destructive. It’s a smoke screen to keep all 
of us fighting each other and to hide the fact that in actuality, modern politics is not ‘Left vs. 
Right’ or ‘D vs. R’; it’s The Corrupt Elite vs. The Rest Of Us.   
 
My time serving on the Dunn County Board of Supervisors has shown me that the people of 
the 29th are victimized by the partisan bickering and the standard Madison back and forth.  
My career as a craftsman, and my life as a father and husband have shaped my priorities and 
helped me realize what is truly important.  
 



We, the people of the 29th district want basic services covered by our tax dollars. We want 
our parents and grandparents to live with comfort and dignity. We want clean water, safe 
roads and good schools. It’s not very complicated, but all too often, our shared values are 
drowned out by partisan rancor emanating from Madison, fueled by a corrupt campaign 
system of legalized bribery.  
 
My years of tracking and working to change Wisconsin politics has revealed that the 
Republican majority lawmakers in Madison are not an accurate reflection of the students, 
elders, or the everyday working people in the 29th district. They don’t reflect the desires or 
concerns of local conservatives, liberals or anyone in between.  
 
The Republican legislators in Madison do not hide that they are proudly in favor of big donors 
and big money in politics. The Republican majority is largely a club of landlords, real estate 
folks, and wealthy business owners who spend their time distracting voters while they do 
favors for themselves and their well-connected friends. They’ve become a club of crony 
conservatives who view the job of representative as some sort of side hustle.  
 
Most Democratic lawmakers don’t call out the corruption and cronyism forcefully enough 
because wealthy donors and special interests fund their party too.  
 
I’m not gonna play those games. I don’t want to be in that club. I intend to work this full-time 
job only for the people of the 29th and the people of Wisconsin. 
 
County and local governments all across Wisconsin are forced to cut services, raise taxes, 
and continuously struggle under state-imposed mandates, limits and restrictions. Home health 
care programs are eliminated, nursing facilities and rural schools are closed, wells and 
waterways are contaminated, and small farms are going under.  
 
The best way to address the issues is with consistentr6 contact with the people and through 
honest, uncorrupted representation in the Capitol. With guidance from *29 in the 29th* every 
year, that’s what I intend to do.  
 
A win for this campaign is a win for the 29th. When I go to Madison, I’ll take the whole district 
with me. And when we get there… 
We will not be quiet, and we will not fall in line.  
We will not be told how to vote or how to legislate by any political party or consultant.  
We will rattle the doors and the windows.  
We will set a new example of how things get done.  
We will shake the system and we will lead the critical return to genuine representation. 
 
Forward  
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