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               Representative Bob Kulp (608) 267-0280  

 

Senate Committee Holds Public Hearing on Bill 

To Assist Cancer Patients With Clinical Trial Costs 

 

Madison, WI – For some Wisconsinites who are battling cancer there are economic barriers that make 

enrollment and participation in cancer clinical trials difficult. Today, the Senate Health and Human 

Services Committee held a public hearing on Senate Bill 489 (“SB 489”) that addresses economic 

barriers, and provides those who are eligible to participate equal access to cancer clinical trials. 

 

Lead authors, Senator Dale Kooyenga (R-Brookfield) and Representative Bob Kulp (R-Stratford), have 

indicated the legislation will enable increased participation in clinical trials by allowing patients to be 

reimbursed for expenses related to their participation in a cancer clinical trial. The bill also clarifies that 

organizations and others may offer financial support to patients to cover ancillary costs through their 

support of a reimbursement entity or program. 

 

“Cancer clinical trials provide the best evidence of the effectiveness of potential life-sustaining treatments, 

but in our country less than 5% of cancer patients are willing to participate in trials due to various 

barriers,” said Sen. Kooyenga. “Our bill aims to help cancer patients who don’t have the personal funds to 

cover out-of-pocket expenses like travel and lodging during their treatment, but who want to participate in 

a clinical trial.” 

 

Recently, other states including Texas and Pennsylvania passed legislation to greenlight reimbursing 

participants in an effort to beef up cancer clinical trial enrollment and retention.  The Lazarex Cancer 

Foundation, a 501(c)(3) public charity, has been working to advance legislation in these and other states.  

 

“Statistics confirm that cancer is one of the leading causes of death in Wisconsin, so I’m thrilled that our 

bi-partisan legislation is making swift progress,” said Rep. Kulp.  “One of our goals in introducing this 

legislation is raising awareness about the economic barriers that can negatively impact cancer clinical trial 

participation.  The public hearing held today will certainly help elevate awareness of these issues, and 

we’ll continue to work to advocate for support of this legislation and cancer patients.”  

 

The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network, Marshfield Health Care System, the Medical 

College of Wisconsin, the UW School of Medicine and Public Health, the Wisconsin Medical Society, the 

Wisconsin Nurses Association and the Lazarex Cancer Foundation support this legislation. A public 

hearing on the Assembly companion bill, Assembly Bill 542, is expected to be held in the near future. 
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