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Chequamegon Chapter of the Democratic Party of Wisconsin Calls on Governor 
Tony Evers to Veto SB 386, Pipeline Infrastructure Safety Enhancement Bill 

The Chequamegon Chapter of the Democratic Party of Wisconsin in Ashland and Bayfield 
Counties is calling on Governor Tony Evers to veto SB 386 when it reaches his desk. SB 386 
expands the definition of ‘energy provider’ in Wis. Stat. § 943.143 to include, “a company that 
operates a gas, oil, petroleum, refined petroleum product, renewable fuel, water, or chemical 
generation, storage transportation, or delivery system” and according to Mary Dougherty 
“(SB386) provides privately owned ‘energy provider’ corporations with a new property right. It 
includes the power to exclude entry on lands where they may not otherwise have this right to do 
so, and to choose whether a person’s entry constitutes a felony.” 

SB 386 extends the application of Wis. Stat. § 943.143 to a new class of companies, from power 
and natural gas companies, to oil and water distribution companies. That extension is particularly 
alarming to the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa. Chairman Mike Wiggins Jr. wrote, 
in a letter delivered to Governor Tony Evers on Monday, “Reservation lands around the pipeline 
are regularly used by tribal members for hunting, wild plant gathering and recreation. Currently, 
the company operating the oil pipeline on the Bad River Reservation has no power to exclude 
anyone from these lands. With the enactment of SB386, Bad River members, employees and 
guests may be subject to felony-level conviction for the use of these Tribal lands if they’re 
unable to prove they are lawfully authorized on the land and the company consents to their 
presence.” 

Xris Ramirez, Chair of the Chequamegon Democrats, sums it up the chapter’s opposition this 
way, “I believe we should support legislation that has the interests of the people of Wisconsin at 
its center, that strives for the betterment of the general welfare.  With this bill, I feel that 
corporations are coming out on top. SB 386, due to its expansion of the definition of ‘energy 
providers’, grants new rights to private corporations who have no obligation to be transparent or 
accountable to anyone but their shareholders and boards of directors, I believe that to be unfair 
and it does not empower the people of this state. This bill moves us away from the mission of 
creating a just and equitable society and brings us towards a place where people may feel fear 
when considering expressing their views and exercising their rights.” 
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