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For immediate release:  
 
‘Toward One Wausau’ launches online public survey on Monday, November 21. 
Public invited to share views on ethnic diversity and community-police relations. The 
survey can be accessed at tiny.cc/onewausausurvey. 
 
Listening earnestly and learning different viewpoints about issues of community diversity, 
police-community relations, and whether and to what degree people perceive Wausau as a 
welcoming community is the aim of an online survey that launches Monday, November 21. 
 
The “Toward One Wausau” project, which previously held a public listening session on October 
26, will expand its work by asking Wausau-area residents how they view their community – as a 
friendly, opening place where newcomers of varied backgrounds are welcomed, or a town where 
people with different cultural and ethnic backgrounds are viewed cautiously or negatively?  Or 
something in-between? 
 
According to Tony Gonzalez, co-chair of the project, “The Wausau area has become more diverse. 
And while some people have embraced this diversity, others have struggled with change.  While 
I might feel that Wausau is a welcoming community for everyone, others may have a different 
perspective.  We want to hear all perspectives,” said Gonzalez. 
  
Survey responses are open ended and completely anonymous, thus providing a safe opportunity 
to share opinions.  The data will be collected and used to frame an issue guide on the topic of 
ethnic diversity in the Wausau area community.  The guide will then be used to help facilitate a 
series of community dialogues beginning in March 2017.  Data will also be collected through 
focus groups and one-on-one interviews with area residents. 
 
“I am enthusiastic about the project,” said Captain Ben Bliven of the Wausau Police Department 
and a member of the project executive team.  “It is an opportunity for area residents to have a 
constructive conversation about what we can do together to ensure Wausau and surrounding 
communities are safe and welcoming.” 
 
As project co-chair Laura Hunt puts it, “We expect real action steps to come out of this process—
and we are excited to be at the cutting edge of helping to make Wausau a great community and 
proactively addressing some of the racial and ethnic divisions that we see in other communities 
across the country.”   
 
Program sponsors are WIPPS, USA TODAY NETWORK-Wisconsin, and Wisconsin Public Radio. 
  
The survey will be accessible online at tiny.cc/onewausausurvey.  For more information or to 
contact project spokespersons for additional comments or interviews, please email Deb 
Dorshorst at info@wipps.org or call 715-261-6368. 
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