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Annual Women in Engineering Career Day continues to grow 
 

PLATTEVILLE, Wis. – In an effort to introduce young female students to 

engineering and other STEM professions, the University of Wisconsin-

Platteville’s Women in Engineering, Mathematics and Science Program recently 

held its annual Women in Engineering Career Day. This event, held for girls in 

grades 9-12, features numerous hands-on activities and demonstrations 

presented by female faculty and students involved in engineering and additional 

STEM fields. 

 

This year, more than 125 girls from Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois and Minnesota 

attended the event, with numerous others added to a waitlist. Kim Sargent, 

Women in EMS program manager, noted that since the event started more than 

20 years ago, not only have registration numbers grown, but the registration list 

fills up significantly faster as well. 

 

“We have all of these high school teachers who are really excited about this 

event,” Sargent said. “They’re the ones who bring the girls here and introduce 

them to the projects we’re working on. It’s the teachers who make the girls 

realize they can do this kind of stuff too.” 

 

At the event, students select four out of 10 hands-on, interactive sessions to 

better understand the workings of STEM fields. Seven types of engineering fields 

were introduced to the students including engineering physics, civil engineering, 

environmental engineering, mechanical engineering, electrical engineering, 

industrial engineering and software engineering/computer science. Three 

additional sessions in mathematics, biology and astronomy were also offered. 

 

“It’s important that we have more engineers because engineers are creating for 



 

 

everyone in society,” said Sargent. “We need different perspectives – gender 

diversity, racial diversity, cultural diversity and more. They’re all important.” 

 

This year, the event also featured trips to Engineering Hall, allowing students to 

see the working spaces for different engineering projects and classes at UW-

Platteville. This is the first time participants of the Women in Engineering Career 

Day have had the opportunity to explore the building. 

 

“The professors were really excited about it,” Sargent said. “They were given an 

opportunity to use that space to do their activities and work with equipment they 

wouldn’t have been able to bring over to Ullsvik Hall, where we usually hold the 

majority of the event.”  

 

In addition to numerous hands-on sessions, the career day featured two positive 

female role models: Alyssa McGaw, a senior mechanical engineering major from 

Mount Horeb, Wisconsin, and Lauren Rossman, the manager for Kiewit 

University Relations, to speak about the importance of women in STEM. 

 

“In the year 2000, we had 243 women in EMS,” Sargent said. “This year, we 

have 495. I think those numbers are why we continue to host the event. We want 

to continue to increase the number of women in EMS. And although we have 

increased in numbers, we’re not done. We still have a lot of work to do.”  For 

more information about Career Day, visit www.uwplatt.edu/ems/women-

engineering-career-day or email wemscareerday@uwplatt.edu.  

 

UW-Platteville’s Women in EMS also hosts the Alliant Energy Pioneering Your 

Future in STEM event as well. This event, designed for girls in grades 5-8, is 

scheduled for Thursday, March 15, 2018. More information can be found at 

www.uwplatt.edu/ems/pioneering-your-future-stem. UW-Platteville’s Women in 

EMS is always looking for industry partners and sponsorship for events. For 

more information, email pyf@uwplatt.edu. 
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