
 

 
 

 

Glenn Grothman on Tax Legislation 
Selected quotes from 2017 interviews and public statements. 

 
Grothman’s support for this corporate tax giveaway is clear, as he has repeatedly stated that his top priority is 
cutting taxes for big corporations.  

● “However, it is so obvious that our corporate rate is high compared to the rest of the world. it is so high we 
have to change the repatriation tax.” - Interview, Dan O’Donnell Show, September 19, 2017 

● “Obviously it will vary with the amount of income you have. Might be a 2 or 3 percent cut. We are very broke, so 
it’s going to be hard to make it substantial. Part of the thing is, we have got to lower the top corporate rate.” 
-Interview, KFIZ, October 23, 2017 

● “Right, the big thing in this bill is we want to improve the business climate so businesses are expanding, more 
well paying jobs are out there. That is the key to this thing, not the tax cut in its own right, which is nice as 
well, a lot of middle class people are going to see a reduction in their income taxes, but the big thing is to 
improve the business climate, not have businesses making decisions based on a high tax rate.” -  Interview, 
WTAQ, November 3, 2017 

● "Let's face it, the marginal tax rate on a corporate return is part of that. If you don't lower the marginal tax rate 
on a corporate return you're not competitive with Europe, you're not competitive with Asia, you're going to be 
losing jobs on that alone" - Interview, Fox 11, November 15, 2017 

 
Today’s vote represents a retreat from Grothman’s insistence that he would focus on supporting the middle-class. 
Grothman repeatedly stated that he was going to look out for middle class families as part of these efforts. 

● “We are working on a new tax proposal. I want to make sure that tax proposal helps the middle class. To be 
honest, the proposal that is out there so far, like so much else in society, helps the people who don’t work very 
hard and helps the people who are wildly wealthy, but not helping the middle class enough.”  - Interview, KFIZ, 
February 20, 2017 

● “I think the thing I wanted to emphasize to him, and I think I got through to him, is that when this tax plan 
comes out, and we haven’t seen all the details yet, we have to look out for the average guy. We know in our 
society that if you don’t want to work that hard, we take care of you, very well, we take care of you. If you are 
someone who is very very wealthy, you’re ok. But I am not sure that this tax plan that is right now looking out 
for the average guy.”-Interview, KFIZ, May 23, 2017 

● “Any tax reform from the House takes up should focus on benefiting the middle class”  - Social Post, Twitter, 
July 28, 2017 

● “I’ve said time and time again that any tax reform the House takes up should focus on helping lift the burdens 
on the middle class.” - Press Release, Rep. Grothman Office, July 28, 2017 

● “My major goal on the tax reform is to make sure it benefits the middle class. I think right now if you look the 
tax code it's very generous to people who have very low income, maybe voluntarily low income, and it can be 
very generous to people with very high income, not as good for people in the middle. and some of those plans 

 



 

thrown out there by Republicans so far, I don’t think do that, and if I go back to Washington, one of the reasons 
I’ll go back is to try to weigh in on that.” -Interview, KFIZ, August 3, 2017 

● “I’ll give you an example. Right now, in the Republican proposal, they’re taxing interest income at one half 
what working person’s income is. I can’t understand why if you’re making 10,000 a year interest on your 
investments, why that should be taxed at half if you are working overtime in a factory, driving a truck,or being 
a nurse or something, it doesn’t make any sense. So I am going to weigh in very strongly on that.”  - Interview, 
KFIZ, August 3, 2017 

● “I will also say this: i think even the original house plan was not in favor enough, did not look out for the 
middle class enough. more for people living off investment income. i think we got to look out for the worker 
and i think donald trump will do that or weigh in that way so hopefully our plan that we do vote on in the house 
is aimed at the middle class. in our society, we do a lot to take care of people who do not want to work that 
hard, but we don’t really do enough for the middle class”  - Interview, Dan O’Donnell Show, September 19, 2017 

● “I think it is important that we look out for the middle class. We heard more of that today. Donald Trump is 
worried about that. The original House proposal that was out there a year ago, I thought did skew away from 
the middle class. So we will see what’s going to happen and I will be fighting more to help the average guy.”  - 
Interview, WLUK, September 27, 2017 

● “You’re absolutely right, you could create a situation in which people would be paying less than the average 
guy for what you would normally consider their income. I am aware of that problem, I have brought that 
problem up, and it was one of those things where they really haven’t decided how they’re going to handle it 
yet.”- Interview, WLUK, September 27, 2017 

● “And they are still leaving open the idea that they may tax investment income different than a working man’s 
income. In other wards, charge you a higher tax if you work. I have fought that idea. I think if there is going to 
be a tax cut, the cuts should be the same for people who are working as those people who are living off 
investments.” -Interview, KFIZ, September 28, 2017 

● “The first plan that was out there called for taxing investment income at half the tax of working people. I was 
disappointed to see Republicans saying that if i inherit a bunch of money and live off of interest, I should pay 
taxes at half the rates of somebody who is a welder, or a truck driver or a nurse. I fought that. I was glad when 
Donald Trump decided to engage the fight. And we beat back the type of Republicans who favor investment 
income over working person’s income. That was one change I fought for, and it looks like right now, I am 
winning that fight.” - Interview, WHBY, October 5, 2017 

● “I am doing what I can to look out for the average person. The original plan that was put out there was going to 
tax investment income at one half the rate of people working.” - Interview, KFIZ, October 23, 2017 

● "I’ll spend all tonight [Thursday] looking at it, talking to members of Ways and Means, and doing what I can to 
make it more middle-class friendly.” - Interview, Gray DC, November 2, 2017 

 
 Glenn Grothman publicly called for, retaining the ability for families to deduct expenses related to high medical 
bills, did not make it into the final bill being brought to a vote. 

● “As someone who used to do taxes, I know that these deductions are rarely used, but when they are, it’s 
by folks in dire situations – elderly people in nursing homes, low-income individuals with high deductibles 
and people without health insurance who’ve experienced a catastrophic event.” - Press Release, Rep. 
Grothman Office, November 13, 2017 

Glenn Grothman repeatedly stated that he was unaware of what would be in the final bill: 

 



 

● “I know our instructions were to go around the country and sell this plan, but I always try to be honest with my 
constituents I think it is good we do something but right now, maybe they don’t have a plan, they just have kind 
of an idea.” - Interview, KFIZ, September 28, 2017 

● “And again, because the details haven’t been filled in, it’s really difficult to comment, other than i think it’s 
kind of interesting we are supposed to be running around the country promoting a plan that all the details, 
most of the details, are not filled in yet.”- Interview, KFIZ, September 28, 2017 

● “There are so many open questions here, it amazes me the number of people who are advocating saying we 
have to pass it, and the number of people who are saying it is absolutely horrific. In private meetings, I have 
asked which deductions and credits are disappearing, and they will not give you that answer. I have asked 
whether for sure that we are going to tax investment income, is there still a possibility to tax investment 
income different than working income, we haven’t decided that yet. There is talk of taxing business income at 
a different rate than other income. I asked about the definition of a business, we haven’t decided that yet.” 
-Interview, WHBY, October 5, 2017 

● “Well, one of the frustrating things is that the bill was rolled out yesterday. we, at about I think it was 9 
o'clock, got a verbal summary of the bill, but we didn’t really even see the details until afternoon yesterday. 
And they are going to begin what they call a markup or the beginning of votes on monday in the ways and 
means committee, which is the committee that will have to pass it. So, I wish we had more time to look at it. 
Overall, I think it is a good bill. There are things that don’t make any sense and it is frustrating they're jamming 
it through so quickly so we don’t have to deal with it.” - Interview, WTAQ, November 3, 2017 

 
Glenn Grothman is very confident that the only people who will pay more in taxes are certain high income earners: 

● “I think the only people who are going to see their taxes go up are people who do not own their own business, 
but are high income.” - Interview, WMTV, November 16, 2017 

● “I suppose if you’d say that the type of people who might not get a tax cut: if you are very well off and do not 
own a business. I think if you're getting a lot of income and that income is coming from a business, you’re 
going to get a tax cut. If you’re very well off and the income is coming from say a salary, you know, a chief 
executive of a big company, a sports figure, I think those people may see a tax increase, to be honest.”  - 
Interview, WTAQ, November 3, 2017 

 
Glenn Grothman framed tax reform as a must accomplish for the Republican Party 

● “I think if it gets to the end of the year and we don’t have tax reform, that should be kind of an automatic issue 
for Republicans, I think a lot of these Senators and Congressman, when they come back over christmas, if they 
are not meeting with their constituents regularly now, they are going to find out, what’s wrong with you guys." 
-Interview, Dan O’Donnell Show, September 19, 2017 

 
 

 
 

 


