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RIVERWAY BOARD ISSUES PERMITS 
 

MUSCODA.....The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board met in Avoca on November 14th to conduct a regular 

monthly business meeting.  Timber harvest and management permits were issued to Jack Kussmaul for a parcel 

visible from the river in the Town of Millville, Grant County.  Mark Cupp, Riverway Board Executive Director, 

said the management permit extension is for a large prairie restoration effort and the timber permit is for removal of 

17 walnut trees.  A permit for a timber harvest was issued to Steve Williamson for a parcel in the Town of Eagle, 

Richland County, and an extension to a timber harvest permit was issued to Jeff Brownlee for a parcel in the 

bottomlands near the mouth of the Blue River in the Town of Watterstown, Grant County.   

 A number of permits and extensions were approved for Department of Natural Resources (DNR) projects in 

the Riverway.  Travis Anderson, DNR Wildlife Biologist, reviewed invasive species control and habitat work that 

continues at the Arena Unit and Helena Unit in Iowa County and the Cassell Prairie Unit and Spring Green Unit in 

Sauk County.  Where possible, a forestry mower will be used to control woody vegetation with invasive species 

being cut and treated to enhance native plant communities.  Prescribed burns also will be utilized.  Extensions to the 

management permits were approved. 

 The board approved a general permit for Joe Frost, DNR Warden Supervisor, for a new shed on Leone 

Road in the Town of Spring Green, Sauk County.  The site is not visible from the river during leaf-on conditions.  

The new shed will be 30 ft. x 60 ft. and will be similar in height and color to the existing DNR shed at the site. 

 The liquidation of a 35-acre pine plantation on DNR land in the Town of Muscoda, Grant County, drew 

considerable discussion.  The site is located at the west end of Pine Road near a backwater slough known as Moore 

Lake.  The pine plantation is not visible from the Wisconsin River.  Plans call for retention of oak and jack pine but  
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will entail removal of red pine and white pine in the plantation.  The purpose is to restore the native plant 

community and will be contiguous to an open grasslands area to the east where pine trees were removed several 

years ago.  The native oak and jack pine barrens provide habitat for a number of native species.  Crawford County 

representative Ron Leys encouraged the DNR foresters present at the meeting to talk to local residents about the 

resource management objectives and the fact that the site will look markedly different after the pine plantation has 

been harvested. 

  In other action, Cupp said he had issued a timber harvest permit to Mike Bartels for a parcel not visible 

from the river in the Town of Watterstown, Grant County.  Cupp attended a meeting on the STH 23 Bridge re-

decking project near Spring Green.  The project is expected to commence in the fall of 2020 and will require 

navigational buoys to be placed in the river.  Cupp said poles for the Boscobel to Lone Rock 69kv line replacement 

have been set by helicopter on the island and the Iowa County wetlands within the existing river crossing right of 

way.  The navigational buoys placed in the river to assist with that project will be removed in the coming weeks, 

weather permitting. 

 The next LWSRB meeting will be held in Muscoda on December 12th.  Emerald Ash Borer will be the topic 

of a special presentation. 
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For further information, contact Mark E. Cupp, LWSRB Executive Director, at (608) 739-3188 or by cell phone at 
(608) 739-2179 or by e-mail at mark.cupp@wisconsin.gov.  
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